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of the committee read; and if we are to compen- | 
this printer now, over and above what the 
contract entitles him to, I think at least we should 
resin whatever would be equitable and right, 
where he has obtained fourfold what his work 
wes worth, and what I consider he was not author- 
wed to receive under any contract. | 
Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to make a few remarks 
in reply to One point presented by the Senator 
fom Tennessee, [Mr URNEY]—that which re- | 
ies to the extraordinary price paid to the con- | 
yactor for printing the “ron of the Supreme | 
Court in certain cases, o censure ought to at- 
tach to the contractor for the amount paid in that | 
ase. He did not himself decide on the amount | 
which he should receive. The law required that | 
it should be fixed by the Secretary of the Sen- | 
ate and the Clerk of the House of Representa- || 
ives. They do not pretend, nor does any one 
else, that the contractor in that case set up a claim 
to any particular amount. He only received || 
what they—as they were under the law required | 
to do—decided that he was entitled to; and he has | 
very generously, in the memorial which has been | 
sid upon our tables, proposed that if he be re- | 
lieved from this onerous contract, the extraordi- | 
nary amount paid for the printing of that docu- | 
ment shall go into the general calculation, and be 
id for, not under the contract, but under the law 
of 1819, with 45 per cent. off, being 15 per cent. 
less than has ever been paid. The printer pre- | 
sents us with evidence which shows conclusively | 
that he is not to make a farthing profit; and the 
eres om is that he will be a large loser; but || 
eis willing to run that risk for the purpose of | 
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| matter. 


| other way than this. 


| entirely in favor of it. 


| the House of Representatives. 


being relieved from this contract, which every one |) 


who has looked into it must admit is ruinous in 
its effects. 

Mr. DAWSON. I rise to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Indiana if | understood him to say that, || 
under the proposition now made, if accepted by | 
the Senate, the work would be done fifteen per 
cent. lower than it was ever done for before ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. [ stated that the printing al- 
ready done was to be paid for forty-five per cent. 
less than the rates fixed by the law of 1819, and | 


that there has been no printing, as [ am informed, || 


for less than thirty-three per cent. under the rates | 
fixed by the resolutions of 1819. At one period, 
Tam told, a contract was taken for thirty-three per 
cent. below that law. 

Mr.DAWSON. This, then, will reduce it the 
difference between thirty-three and forty-five ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think the Senator from Geor- 
gia does not understand the exact provisions of the 
amendment. I will endeavor to explain them. 
For the printing done from the time the contract 


pera to take forty-five per cent. less than the 
aw of 1819. . 
Mr. DAWSON. I understand that. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Secretary of the Senate 
and the Glerk of the House are to get the work 
done which has to be done after the present printer 
is relieved of his contract, wherever it can be done 
ves ata cost of thirty per cent. under the law of 


Mr. DAWSON. Then it will be done cheaper 
than it ever has been done before ? 

Mr. BRIGHT. Yes. 

Mr. DAWSON. | am satisfied. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have stated my views in 
ont to legislating on extraordinary matters in 
é @ppropriation bill too often to need to repeat 
i em now. So far as regards the question of pub- 
Ic by » itis always a subject of controversy, 
and a fruitful source of discussion and embarrass- 
ment to legislative bodies. I hoped we had got 





system; but, for reasons which 1 will not state at 
fength, because there is not time, though I believe 
it hes eee most of the questions involved in it, 
sone failed. 1 know nothing about the public 
a now, except that I understand it is a 
ree of great embarrassment, not only to Con- 


tr Stee! tn ditttvent direstioad, 


|| objection to any proposition of this kind, inde- 
\| pendently entirely of its intrinsic merits. 
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and I have not had time and thought enough— | it was answered, that they having become con- 
though | employ both constantly in the duties that || 
appertain to*my position—to examine into the } 


I regret exceedingly that it has been | 
thought necessary to bring in this amendment to 


rately, if it is necessary, in order to do the indi- 
vidual justice, and to relieve the public necessities; 


|, and I cannot be induced to depart from the ideas I 


have formed in regard to it for any other purpose 


| or reason than to meet a public exigency for pub- 
|| lic purposes. 


If, in the opinion of those who have | 
looked into the matter, some legislation is neces- | 
sary to do justice to the individual concerned, and | 
to execute the public business, [ will not raise any 
objection as to maaner orform, If it is necessary 
that it should be done now, it can be done in no | 
If it can be postponed, I 
should greatly prefer.it. I departed last year, at 
theclose of the session, from the rule which I deem 
most salutary, and undertook to organize govern- 
ments for the Territories in the appropriation bill. 
{ did so from a high necessity. [ can depart from 
the usual routine when I am given to understand 


| by these who have paid attention to the subject 


that there is a high public necessity. I have paid 
no particular attention to this matter, and I there- 
fore leave the question in other hands. 

Mr. BADGER. I am very mich obliged to 
my honorable friend from Indiana, [Mr. Bricur,]} 
for having brought forward this proposition. I am 
1 hope that it will receive 
the sanction of the Senate, and meet with that of 
In the first place, 
sir, my honorable friend from New York [Mr. 


| proposition upon an appropriation bill. With him 


I ordinarily think it a very strong and almost fatal 


But, 


| Mr. President, this whole session has been an 


| 


j 


‘ | ment to an appropriation bill. 
was taken up to the present time, the contractor |) 





| 


|| anomaly in the history of American legislation. 


From causes not necessary now to be adverted to, 
we know that many months of this session were | 
passed without any application, on the part of 
either House of Congress, to the regular and or- 
dinary business of the two Houses; and therefore 


| we are obliged to yield matters of form to matters 


of substance, and consides rather what is neces- 
sary and proper to be done, than the particular 


| . . > 
place and manner in which, under ordinary cir- 


cumstances, it ought to be done. This is a suffi- 


| cient reason with me for treating this measure with 


consideration, although proposed as an amend- | 


tractors at the lowest bid, no such application 
would be made, or if made, it could receive no 
sanction or favor. | stand now upon precisely 


| the principle I then assumed. 
this pill, because I would rather lay aside this bill || 
and everything else, and take up the subject sepa- || 


| ruinous, to the contractors. 





In the first place, it is evident that the contract 
which has been made for doing the public print- 
ing, has been made upon terms injurious, tf not 
1 will not stop to In« 
quire whether the contract gvhich was made by 
them was made upon one set of calculations or 
another. It is sufficient for me to understand, and 
to believe, that by enforcing the strict performance 
of that contract a great loss will be sustained by 
the contractors, and I think that that loss the Gov- 
ernment should not compel theia to bear. fn the 
next place, Mr. President, | have been always op- 
posed to the system by which the public printing 
of Congress has been put up in the market to the 
lowest bidder; a competition invited by which 
men, for the purpose of gaining public employ- 


| ment, should pledge themselves to discharge duties 
| for less than a remunerating price, and which 
| must, in my view, necessarily and inevitably re- 
| sult either in an entire failure to discharge faithtully 


and promptly the contract, or in an unjust accumu- 


| lation of loss upon the parties bound to discharge 
| it. I know it may be said that those who bid at 


such auctions— Dutch auctions—a thing to be given 
to him who will take it for the lowest price—are 
men of competent understanding, and therefore all 
is fair. Butno man who has ever attended an 
auction, who has ever brought himself under the 


| influence of such exciting competition, or who has 
| observed the influence of that competition upon oth- 
| ers, can have failed to perceive how even pradent 
| Dickinson] intimates, as the objection he has to || 
| it, that it is not proper to be brought forward asa | 


and intelligent men, under ordinary circumstances, 
are carried away into incautious, imprudent, and 


mischievous purchases. 


Now, Mr. President, that being the state of 


'| things here, I am disposed freely and willingly to 


vote for the proposition made by my friend from 
Indiana, [Mr. Bricur.] I am willing to re- 
lieve the persons who have made this contract by 
paying to them a just and reasonable compensation 
for what has been done, and to make provision by 
which the future printing of Congress shall be 
done well, done faithfully, and done promptly. 
What have we experienced during this session of 
Congress? The difficulty and delay in procuring 


| any of our printing to be done; the temptation an 


almost necessity forced upon the contractors 


| of resorting to some means by which to make 


| themselves 


a formal compliance with the contract, and save 
from a ruinous loss-—-forcing upon 
our committee the necessity of rejecting and re- 


|| quiring the reprinting, at great expense to the 


Then, Mr. President, as to the intrinsic merits || contractor, of what has been printed under the 


| of the proposition itself. When I first came into || orders of the Senate; and, finally, exposing us to 


the Senate of the United States, towards the close || delay and the country to the inconvenience of hav- 


allowing—it came to us from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives, | believe—as part of the appropriation 
bill, a large addition to what was due to the public 
printer, according to the strict terms of the con- 
tract into which he had entered. -That addition 
was voted by the Senate. I opposed it. I voted 
against it. I voted a 


it was not pretended, either by the printer or by 


the gentlemen who supported that measure upon 


inst it upon the ground that | 


| this floor, that the contract or bargain which he | 
| had made had resulted in a loss to him; and I pro- | 


fessed my entire willingness, the moment that stich 
a state of facts should be made to appear, or should 
be plausibly suggested, to give my hearty appro- 


| bation and support to the proposal. I deemed it 


; | unbecoming that the American le should re- 
rid of it here when we entered into the contract || ~ van 


ceive from one who had made a contract with 
them the performance of services resulting in a 
loss to him, when the nation was amply able to 
pay for whatever services were rendered at the in- 
stance of their representatives. I then stated, as 
an objection to the particular allowance, that at 
the next Congress we should’ have a like applica- 
ticn to make a large addition for the benefit of 
those contractors as the lowest bidders: to which 





' 


| of the first session in which I served here, an ap- || 
| plication was brought forward for the purpose of || 


| 


| 





ing documents not fit for preservation. Sir, 1 am 
for putting an end to this state of things, and re- 
turning, in substance, to that respectable position 
in which Congress was placed when each House 
had its own printers, and when the printing was 
done well and pfomptly, and the printers were re- 


| munerated fairly and reasonably; when, in a word, 


neither the public nor the printers had, as a gen- 
eral rule, any right to complain. ‘ 
Now, sir, one word as to the particular publi- 


cation which has been referred to here, the publi- . 


cation of the Opinions of the Judges of the Sua- 
preme Court in a certain important case, ordered 


| to. be printed by the Senate of the United States. 


Sir, I not only agree in what has been stated by 
the Senator from Indiana, that the contractor was 
in no way to blame in regard to the charge made 
for the publication of that document, because of 
the reason assigned—that the price was estimated 
by the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, who, under the law 
and the contract, were to decide upon it—but, be- 
cause, further, the decision made by the Secretary 
of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives was a right and proper decision. I 
have heard a good deal said upon that subject. 
Many observations have been made in this cham- 


ee ———E 
—— = — - 


1938 


nr ee ———— 


ber. Gentlemen have chosen, as I most charita- Hl Mr. PRATT. And the Senator says, to make 


bly suppose, without an examination of this sub- 
fect, to denounce and condemn the payment made 
for that publication. 


looked into the contract; | have examined it with | 


a lawyer's eye; | have carefully scanned it; and 


[ have examined it; | have | 


| a fair profit. 


Well, suppose that to be the case, 


| Have we any report from a committee of the Sen- 


| 


| 


1 say upon my responsibility as a professional | 
man and as a member of this body, that the ex- | 


position given to that contract by the officers of 
the Senate and the House as to that publication, 
waa the true exposition. There was no outrage in 
it, there was no fraud, there was no unjust charge 
against the Government. Now, sir, whether the 
contract was so arranged as though, if this matter 
had been foreseen, such a rate of compensation 
would have been given, is not the question. We 
must stand or fall in Mat respect by the contract. 
We can neither seek nor desire an escape from it 
upon the ground that it gave a larger rate of com- 
pensation than was foreseen. The contract was 
fairly made and well understood at the time; the 
gum estimated by the two officers appointed for 


the profits of this contractor will be, taking the rate | 


of the resolution of 1819, with a deduction of 45 
per cent. as the basis of payment? I am informed 


other branch of Congress, and I have, just this mo- 


‘| ment been told by a brother Senator that the chair- 
| man of the Committee on Printing is confident that 
| if you adopt this amendment to pay at the rate 


inat parpose was, in my judgment, after a careful | 


examination of the whole matter, fairly, justly, 
and legally ascertained under the terms of the 
contract. Then, sir, what was the effect? Why, 
the printer entitled to this amount of compensa- 
tion voluntarily relinquished a large portion of 
what, according to the strict terms of the contract 
between him and the House, he was entitled to 
receive. Now, sir,with the explanation made by 
my friend from Indiana, [Mr. Baieur,] that this 
proposition is that that particular branch of the 
public printing should be accounted and settled for 
upon the terms of the resolution of 1819, with the 
reduction proposed in this bill, it seems to me 
that there is nothing unreasonable or unjustin any 
part of the arrangement, I believe myself that it 
will very materially facilitate the progress of fu- 


ments upon good paper, well executed, fit forcircu- 
lation, and proper to be preserved; and, above all, 
as my friend from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] says 
delivered to us in proper time—received and cir- 
culated before they get stale and the public cease 
to feel any interest in them. Therefore, sir, | am 
ready to vote for the proposition. 


Mr. PRATT. 


I have not reflected much upon | 


this subject, but if 1 understand the amendment || this Republic, which charge I shall for a moment | 


Now, I do not know | 


who the chairman of the committee is; I know | 
nothing about it; but that report having been made | 


| to-day, | think it due to the Government that we 
| should examine into the subject. 
| Senators who have.spoken in favor of this propo- 
| sition to point me to the report of a committee of | 
| the Senate, or to any specific information by which 
| we may know or be able to tell to the people of 

our respective States what is the precise profit |) 
| which these contractors are to make upon work 


1 desire those 


| already done, and already paid for, if we adopt 


| this amendment. | 
| contract to the contractors, I have not the slightest | 


if this has been an unprofitable 


| objection to refund to them whatever it has cost 


| go further, and say they shall receive some profit; 
| but when it is proposed that the contract shall be 
| abandoned, in reference to work already done, I 
| want to know what is the amount of profit they 
| are to receive for that work; and when [ am told 
| by a brother Senator that upon one particular book 


\| want further information before I can vote. 
ture printing, and enable us to have decent docu- | 


Mr. FOOTE. Has the Senator from Maryland 
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ate, or any information before us to show what ‘| ator from ae 


| released from his contract; that he did s 
that this matter has been fully investigated in the | 


| is not at all to blame for the delay whic 
_ curred, but has been constantly desirous 
| quishin 
|| tained th 
| proposed in it, for the printing which has been al- || 

ready done, that the Patent Office Reportalone, || 
| which has been already printed, would give to the 


| to compl 
| printers a profit of $50,000. 


things, and urged the Senate to 
| upon the subject; but, 
| found the Senate, from certain causes unnecessar 


| to be specified, entirel 
|| the affair, 
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has been satisfactorily proved. before i 

ner that could not but have deeply eles on 

sensibilities of all of ux. Sir, the honorable Se ; 
land [Mr: Pratt] does not e 

to be aware of the fact, that early in the prese 

session of Congress, the contractor asked to be 


0 as 800n 
t; that he 
h has oc. 
' of relin. 
' ever since he asver. 
at, owing to causes beyond his control 
and for the operation of which he was in no war 
responsible, it would be wholly impossible for hi z 

with his engagements to us. Ip his 
behalf, sir, | long since announced this State of 


Prompt action 
much to my chagrin, f 


Sept. 23. 


as he found it impracticable to execute j 


g his contract with us 


averse to ine j 
y do anything jp 


I will not detain the Senate very long; but as » 


| committee of the other House has been referred 
i 


to, | beg leave to bring to the notice of the Senate 
some facts which were, as I understand, proved 
before that committee. I should not have ocep. 


| pied the attention of the Senate at all with this evi. 
|| dence, but for the extraordinary course which 


this discussion has assumed. I understand what 


| the evidence before the committee of the other 
them beyond what they have received, and I will || 


House proves, (and I obtain my information from 


| as high an authority as any in the country, such, 


| at least, as I rely upon absolutely.) The eyi. 
|| dence was substantially as follows: 


| any objection to state who was the brother Sen- | 


ator from whom he derived that information? 
Mr. PRATT. 


'| Delaware, {Mr. Waces.] 


|| speech. 


from hearing it read, it contains two propositions— | 
the one in reference to the printing already done, || 
retrospective in its action, the other in reference to | 
printing to be done, and consequently prospective | 


so far as that is concerned. 


Now, ./ ask the Sen- | 


ator from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,} or any | 
other gentleman, to tell me. in reference to the | 


printing already done under a contract between 


ciple it is that the Government is to enter into | 
another contract in reference to it? This printing | 


has been done; the work has been performed and || of Congress,) is already entirely satisfied of the 


delivered at the price stipulated and agreed upon | 


by the contract entered into before the work was 

done. Now the proposition is, that, in addition 

te the sum paid for the work under the contract, 

you are to pay under some new contract at the 

rates established by the resolutions of 1819, minus 
-five per cent. 


doing so. 


Mr. BADGER. Why, my anewer is this, and | 
I thought I had intimated it before: [ stated that | 
the printer had no such right as this—none at all. | 


But | would have the Government act asa private || could be executed with safety to the 


individual would act under similar circumstances. | 


The Senator from Maryland, I take it, if he had 


made a contract with a person to discharge certain | 


duties and perform certain work, and found that 
the individual could not do it, and would be a loser 
by it, would alter the contract. : 
Mr, PRATT, —Thatis the only principle I sup- 
posed the Senator could act upon. 
Mr. BADGER. _I thought I stated it before. 


Mr. PRATT, Now I admit that if | had em- | 


ployed an individual to do work for me, and had 
discovered afterwards that our contract was ruin- 


wt i} 
r. BADGER. Shall I answer your question? | 


Mr. PRATT. i have no objection to your || experienced practical printer in the country, the 


Mr. FOOTE, 


1 know it is unnecessary. 


notice. 


It was from the Senator from || 


I shall not now enter into a long || 


But a charge | 
|| of ** fraud” has been brought against one of the | 
| most honorable, high-minded, pure-spirited men in | 


I shall not undertake to go into an inves- | 


tigation at all of the foundation upon which this | 


charge purports to be based. The individual im- 


plicated in this accusation has already defended | 


himself most triumphantly against this accusation, 


| preferred as it was by some of the most unprinci- 
| pled men who ever assailed the eharacter of an 


| honorable man in this or any country under the 
the Government and the printer, upon what prin- || 


sun; and I doubt not, sir, that every intelligent 
man in the Republic, who has read Mr. Ritchie’s 
defence, (with the exception of certain members 


| injustice of all such imputations as have been cast 


upon him. 
Sir, with regard to the actual profits which are 
likely to accrue to the contractor, if the amend- 


| ment should be adopted, | confess that I am not 


| 


prepared to decide. I suppose the point to be one 
of some doubt. I understand it, though, to be 
true, and I do not question it at all, that the most 


man who has been most extensively engaged 


| in the execution of work of thia sort, Mr. Rives, 


| has testified before a committee of the other House, | 


that the most moderate terms on which this work 
rinter him- 


self, were terms far more liberal and advantageous, 
| to the contractor than those embraced in the amend- 


ment. ! understand that Mr. Rives testified -—— 
Mr. WALES. Will the Senator from Missis- 


sippi allow me to state that I had it from Mr. | 
Rives himself, while this debate has been going | 


on, that he never testified as the gentleman has just 
stated. 
Mr. FOOTE. 


Well, I was told that he did so. 
Mr. WALES. 


I have it from Mr. Rives him- 


| self that he did not. 


ous to the party with whom I had contracted, I || 


should deem myself obliged to place the party 
who had made the ruinous contract with me ina 
poses. ie prevent the ruin of which he would 
ave a right to complain—— 


Mr. BADGER. And to make a fair profit of 
course, 


| 


| 
i 


| 


of relief, ruin, inevitable ruin, will fall u 
contractor. 


Mr. FOOTE. Atall events, Mr. Rives has not 


testified, nor will any other man in the country tes- 
| uify, that there is any probability that the contractor 
| can make much money under the contract pro- 
| posed here. One thing is certain, that unless we 
| now adopt the amendment, or some other measure 


n the 


Nobody can doubt this result, for it 





| and the printer has simply applied to 
all these circumstances, to do what? 
| which we ought to have done last January—to re- 





That the material and press power at the * Union office’ 
was amply sufficient for the usval Amount of printing; 
That double the amount of printing heretofore ordereq 


|| has been ordered by this Congress ; 


| already printed they will make $50,000 profit, [ | 


That every exertion has been made to expedite the work ; 
‘That more has been done in the same time than ever be- 


| fore ; 


That great delay has been occasioned in the extra num- 


| bers by the law requiring them to be bound ; 


That at the time that law was passed there was no estab. 
lishment in Washington capable of doing it, and one had to 
be fitted up; 

That the printer delivers extra numbers to the binder, dnd 
not to Congress ; 

That the regular numbers were delayed for want of plates 
furnished by persons over whom the printer had no con- 
trol; 

That from this cause and delay growing out of binding, 
printed matter accumulated in the Union Ruildings to such 
an extent that they were in danger of being crushed by the 
weight, and other buildings were crected to receive it; 

That since the establishment of the bindery it has been 
fully supplied with the printed matter ; 

That the work has been as well done, if not better, than 


|| ever before ; and with all possible promptness. 


Now, these are facts which have all been proved, 
ou, under 
"o do that 


lieve him from the onerous and oppressive weight 
of a contract which he finds it impossible for him 


| to execute, owing to circumstances too potential to 


| 
| 


be resisted by him successfully, and in the gener- 
ation of which he was not at all a participant. 
Gentlemen say that he is not to be relieved—that 
they are to hold him to the strict letter of <#e con- 
tract. Is this jast? Is it humane? Is it honora- 
ble? 1 enfertain no doubt that, if this amendment 
is adopted, the persons interested in this contract 
for printing will make only a very a 7 profit 
indeed, if they make any profit at all. My desire 
is simply that the connection heretofore subsrsting 
between the Union press, under the direction of 
Mr. Ritchie, and Congress, may so terminate as, 
at the same time, to save him from ruin, and save 
us from the dishonor of inflicting such oppression 
upon a worthy and patriotic man, who, unfortu- 
nately, has made some enemies—some in Congress 
and some elsewhere—by a constant exhibition of 
that fervid car onioded, elevated patriotism which 
belongs to his character. If we refuse to release 
him, the public will understand—the world will 
understand—posterity will understand that illib- 
eral and heartless men have pursued him to his 
ruin. 

The PRESIDENT. Order! 

Mr. FOOTE: I do not speak of members of 
Congress. He has been assailed in certain news 

pers, edited in a manner so unscrupulous as (0 
te disgusted every man of sound feeling in a 
Republic; and by leiter-writerg, still less worthy 

This whole transaction, sir, will be of 

derstood and appreciated by the whole people 
the Republic, whose indignation will award to the 
ignoble and heartless persecutors of the venerable 
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~ whose claims to jastice we are now consid- 
ging, that moral punishment which they deserve 
~ revelve. 


Mr. HALE. Me. President—— 


\r. HAMLIN. Will the Senator allow me to || ment as a fraud upon the Senate. 


ff ran amen Iment? 


Hampshire allow me to say a few words? — 

Mr. HALE. ‘The Senator can say them just as 
yell after I get through. ; 

Mr. TURNEY. Go on, sir, I only regret that 
jmade the appeal to you. ‘ 

Mr. HALE. My desire is to call the attention 
of the Senator, who seems to understand so fully 
ybat has been proven on this subject, to this un- 
derstood fact, viz: that the original contractors 
for this printing have admitted in their communi- 
cation, add ressed either to this House or the other, 
hat they took this contract at prices at which 
tey knew they could not execute it, with the in- 
wntion of trusting to the magnanimity of Congress 
make up the loss to them. 

Mr. FOOTE. Have you seen that testimony? 

Mr. HALE. 1 think | haveseen it under their 
own hands, addressed as a communication toa 
committee. | do not think | can be mistaken 


vk | 
about it. And after the original contractors—for | 


itmast be remembered that Mr. Ritchie was not 
the original contractor—had entered into this spec- 
ylation on Our magnanimity, Mr. Ritchie came in 
x second-hand. He then is a second-hand dealer 
ia Congressional magnanimity. It is not the case 
of an original contractor entering into an unforta- 
nate contract, but he steps into the shoes of those 
parties, and now comes forward to speculate on 
our magnanimity, as their assignee. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator will permit me to 
interrupt him fora moment. Iam authorized by 
one familiar with the matter to say that it is a 
gross mistake, and that no such declaration has 
been made. But if it had, the Senator will allow 
me to say, that 1 trust tbe American Senate, if its 
magnanimity has thus been confided in, will not 
so far disregard that confidence as to insist upon 
the enforcement of a ruinous contract. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator is laboring under 
a misapprehension, for he can find no such state- 
ment or committal on the part of the present con- 
tractors. He will find, that after they had taken 
the contract and entered upon the execution of the 
work, they found that they had taken it at most 
ruinous rates, but sull they intended to execute 
the work. But they never took it knowing that 
they could not afford to do it, and intending to 
trust to the magnanimity of Congress to relieve 
them. 

Mr. HALE. I must still think, sir, that I am 
ught in my impression. But, however that may 
be, lam willing to do justice to this contractor; 
and what would be justicetohim? Why, to refer 
the matter to a committee to report what he has 
suffered, and not undertake to grope in the dark in 
this way, and allow him the prices that a deduc- 
tion of 45 per cent. on the prices of 1819 would 
amount to. If the friends of Mr. Ritchie here 
will nove to appoint a special committee, and re- 
fer this matter to it, to inquire and report to the 
Senate how much he has lost by the contract for 
the printing of Congress which he has entered 
into, | will give the motion my vote, and vote also 
‘omake an appropriation from the Treasury to 
make him whole, So that he shall not suffer to 
‘he extent of a dollar. But I will not vote in the 
dark to pay him a sum on which he may realize 
so large a profit; and | would have the committee 
thus: appointed to look into this fact, which the 
— ought to know, and which { state as a fact, 
orl do know it from my own examination, that 
the documents which have been printed and sent 
othe folding-room for distribution to our constit- 
vents, have been printed on an inferior quality of 
ae y non which have been laid on our 
by taking ean pd a can be satisfied 
aaa rigina ies laid upon our tables 
wardens ae of the session, and going 
thea f olding-room and comparing them with 
— urni hed to us to be sent to our constituents. 
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y are printed on paper which I think is at. 


= 25 per cent. less in value. This, and many 
« - facts of a similar nature, should be examined 
— on into by a commitiee. And when that 
0 done and reporied upon, | shall be will- 
we a8 faras any man-to place Mr. Ritchie 

» But I will not go to place $50,000 or 





$100,000 in his hands merely as an answer to an 
| appeal to our magnanpimity. 

Mr. TURNEY. I, sir, I doubt not, called 
| forth these remarks, by my allusion to this amend- 
Sir, it is a 
| fraud upon the Treasury. I reiterate what I 


it in the common, ordinary acceptation of the 


} ; 
| term, ahd not in the sense in which the word 


is used by the Senator from Mississippi, who 

seems to regard it as inhumane to require an 

individual to comply with his contract. Every- 

thing requires you to relieve him from his con- 
| tract, and it is dishonest not to do it, according 
| to the argument of that Senator. 
| the view which I take of the transaction. I say 
| it is a fraud. And upon what do I! base that 

assertion? You establish a general policy of the 
| country, or you intend to do so, in regard to this 
| matter of printing You say that, for the purpose 
| of economy, you will submit the public printing 
| to the lowest bidder, prescribing the character and 
| description of the printing you require, the qual- 
| ity of the paper, and the materials generally, and 
| then you leave it for competition, among the print- 
| ers of the United States, to the lowest bidder. You 

adopt this general system. Your officers, under 
| that system, proceed to make contracts with the 
| printers. A man comes forward and bids. He 
| knows, for he is a printer, perhaps one engaged 


can afford to do this work far better than any 
member of Congress. He knows at what price he 
can make a fair profit, and at what price also he 
can make an extreme profit. Knowing this, he 
knows how low an honest man can bid, and below 
which he knows they cannot bid; and yet, in order 


| 


| for which any honest man can afford to do the print- 
ing. 





this contractor must lose money if he performs 
his contract. But how was it that he became a 
party to it?) Not because he was mistaken as to 
what it would cost to comply with it on his part; 


| rials. No, sir; but hia object was to secure the 
job, or, in other words, to break down the system 
of policy adopted by Congress for the execution 
of the public printing. It is to say to Congress, 
you may adopt your policy of committing the 
printing to the lowest bidder, but I will thwart and 
defeat that policy. I will break itdown. I will 
undertake to bid so low that no honest man can un- 
derbid me, and after 1 have taken it at such prices, 





in the business for the last fifty years, for what he | 


Sir, that is pot | 


1939 


pay the highest rates for them, and that the con- 
tract, in view of which the large amount was or- 
cered, is not to be fulfilled. Why, we must act 
in the dark when we order the publication of the 
documents and when we are making contracts, and 





| then, when we find ourselves deceived, we are 


Mr. TURNEY. Will the Senater from New || said; and when I spoke of a fraud, I spoke of | 


simply told that we must relieve the contractor, 
that honesty, humanity, and patriotism alike de- 
mand it. Nay, sir, we are told that we cennot 
face an intelligent and independent constituency, 
because of the high character of this man, if we 
do not release him from his contract, and give him 
whatever sum of money he may demand! I can 
only speak for one constituency, and that is the 
people of Tennessee. Their habits have been to 
comply with their contractg, and you will find 


| when you go into the courts of justice that the 


| | know it to be identical in some points, 


contract is the law between two parties. And is 
not that the rule of law which should prevail here? 
When the Government has made a bad or ruinous 
contract, do you find the contractor ever abandon- 
ing the contract and remunerating the Government 
for the loss sustained? Sir, I will put the case of 
printing documents by way of illustration, because 
I under- 
stand that, in the printing of the single document 
of the Patent Office Report alone, this amendment 


| will give the printer $68,000 additional compensa- 


tion than he would otherwise receive. And will 


||} any Senator pretend that thisman, imbued with 


such high patriotism, and whose character and 


| standing is claimed to be so distinguished through- 
| out the country, did not know that he was bidding 


to secure the contract, he puts in a bid less than that | 


I do not deny that this is a ruinous contract, | 
| that is to say, a losing contract, for | know that | 


not that he was deceived as to the cost of mate- || 


off the contract far too low? Or was it his love of 


|| country, and his desire to save money tothe Treas- 
| ury, that induced him to underbid others? 


Was 
that, indeed, his object in bidding off this public 
printing at a sum at which he could not afford to 
comply with his contrict? or was it the motive 
which I attributed to him—a desire to secure the 
contract, in the belief that he could make an ap- 


| peal to the magnanimity of Congress, to his parti- 


san friends, and such other friends as he might be 


| enabled to enlist, and induce them, in order to 


sustain a leading and prominent partisan paper, to 
vote him a large profit afterwards? 

The Senator from Mississippi tells us a great 
deal of what has been proven before the commities 
of the other House. I have not examined their 


| proceedings, and do not know what has been 


proven there; but on looking at the report of our 


\||own committee, the matter appears in a very 


| will come forward to Congress and plead that | 


this is a ruinous contract, and appeal to your gen- 


different light. I desired to refer to that report, 
but | am unable at this moment to lay my hands 
upon it, this debate having been sprung upon us 
so suddenly. And, sir, it has sprung up as we 
may expect claims of this character to spring up. 


erosity and magnanimity to allow me so much || They cannotatand the ordeal of an investigation; 


more than I agreed to receive. 
break down the policy you have established in re- 
gard to this public printing. 
call a fraud upon the Government. The contractor 
has not been deceived or misled. His object at 


In this way I will || 


they cannot go through on theirown merits; and 


|| they must be tacked on to some bill which has to 


This, sir, is what I || 


the time was not to comply with his contract. It | 


was to break down the policy of Congress, and to 
procure a larger compensation than was then 
agreed upon. I did not advocate or vote for the 
law putting out the printing to the lowest bidder. 
| opposed it originally, but as it hes been adopted, 
{ desire to see it carried out faithfully. But if you 


are to permit the printers thus to stultify them- | 


selves, by pleading ignorance of what it costs to 


perform duties of this description, you had better | 
abandon this policy forever,and adopt some stated | 


price for the work, elect your printer, and place all 


men on an equality, leaving Congress to select | \ 
whom they may chose to do the work, with a || public printers coming to the Senate of the United 


knowledge of the compensation which is to be 
given him. : ‘ 2 
Sir, this is a fraud in another point of view. 


We are told that a much larger namber of docu- | 


ments have been ordered to be printed this session 
than was ever ordered before. And why is this? 
It is because we have had these contracts, and 


-members had in view the cost of printing under | 
them, when they directed the unusually large | 


| 
j 


mount of printing. They felt that they could af- | 


ford to give their constituents a larger amount of 


printing than usual, because they were getting the 


work done at rates so mach cheaper than were 


| 


be dragged through. They must be brought up, 


| furthermore, ata very late hour of the session, as 
| at present, when everybody is disinclined to listen 


to long speeches; when, indeed, we have po time 
for speeches, and when we are forced to give @ 
quiet vote or hazard the failure of our appropriation 
bills. Yes, it is such claims as this thatare brought 


| up atsuch periods, when there is no time for dis- 
| cussion or investigation,or they would never receive 


a majority in either House. If we could turn to 
the report of our_own committee on this subject, 
we should find Many of the facts referred to by 
the Senator from New Hampshire in relation to 
this matter. We should find that these contractors 
have not pleaded ignorance of their business, and 
they could not plead ignorance of it. What, sir, 


| States and telling us that they did not understand 
what it was worth to do our printing! Did they 
not understand the business in which they bad 
been engaged for the last half of a century? Are 
we expected to listen—still less to believe—such 
tales? If we did, well might the people of the 
country say that we are scarcely fit to be here. 
But when we look at the report of the Committee 
on Printing of our own body, we find that an enor- 
mous sum was paid for the printing of a ceriain 
| opinion of the Supreme Court, a sum much ‘arger 
| than anybody expected, and not, as supposed by 
| the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Bavegs,] 


paid heretofore. But now, sir, afier Congress has \| founded on any correct principies of law, My 


been thus seduced, or, as 1 would allege, de- | 
frauded, into the publication of this unusally large || upwards $30,000 
number of documents, we are told that we must || 


; 


| understanding is, that the sum first demanded was 


Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senato# bear with me 
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while 1 state a fact of which I have a personal 
knowledge? Lassure him that the statement is 
not true in fact. 
tion that the contrary is the fact, and that Mr. 
Ritchie made no specific demand at all on that oc- 


casion. 

Mr. TURNEY. I did not give way for a 
epeech, 

Mr, FOOTE. I haveno speech to make, but 
simply to tell the Senator that it is not true, in 
point of fact, that any such demand was made; 


and the redaction to $12,500 was the voluntary | 
act of Mr. Ritchie himself. That I state on my | 


own personal knowledge. 


Mr. TURNEY. The voluntary act of Mr. || 


Ritchie himeelf? . 

Mr. FOOTE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TURNEY. He first demanded a compen- 
sation, as 1 understand from the report of the 
Frinting Committee, upon some rule, arising either 
under the contract or under some law, showing | 





that the matter was not embraced by the contract, 


that wou'd entitle him to some $30,000. | cumstances under which it was obtained. 


Mr. FOOTE. He never denianded that amount. 

Mr. TURNEY. We could tell better, sir, if 
we had time to look into the report. The Senator 
has looked into what was proven before the com- | 
mittee of he House; but he has not examined, I | 
suspect, the report of the committee of the Senate. 
My recollection is that the report of the committee 
of the Senate shows the fact to be as! have stated | 
it. But the Senator now cannot inform us upon | 
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_and the Auditor of the Treasury, establishing a 


| principle which allowed Mr. Rtchie $12,500. 
I have the most reliable informa- | 


The Senator from Mississippi says no; that was 
| no® the principle upon which the reduction was 
| made. 
| him that $36,000 was too much. Although it 

seems at first he did demand or exact it, still 
| his conscience told him that was too much, 
_and without resorting to any principle whatever, 
| or any data, or calculation, he agreed to strike 

off all above $12,500. Well, now, according to 
any rule that | am aware of, I do not see how 
this demand could have been made. 


was made by a Senator who is also a practical 


| printer, who knows very well what work can be 


| it is proved and demonstrated that some three or || 
| four times greater reduction should have been || 


| 
| 


| 
j 


what principle Mr. Ritchie so magnanimously || 
yielded up to the Government some $15,000 or || 


$20,000. Did he do it aa an act of charity? or, if 
not, upon what principle, I ask, did Mr. Ritchie | 
voluntarily reduce the demand from $30,000 to the | 
sum of $12,500? Sir, the Senator does not inform | 


me. 

Mr. FOOTE. I can inform you, sir. 

Mr. TURNEY. I should like to hear you, 
then. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will tell the Senator upon what 

rinerple it was done. Mr. Ritchie believed that 
he was fairly entitled, according to the proper in- 
terpretation of the law upon this subject, and the 
the arnount as stated by the Senator, of some 
$35,000; and that was the opinion of the-legal gen- 
tlemian with whom he advised. It was the opin- 
ion also of the Secretary of the Senate and of the 
Clerk of the House; but Mr. Ritchie was so much 
struck with the disproportion between that amount 
and the actual expense he had to incur in printing 
the document, that he deemed himself bound, as 
an honest man, to relinquish all over $12,500. It 
is upon such principles of honesty and magnanim- 


ity as this that Mr. Ritchie acted, and upon that || 


same principle I claim relief for him. And I think 
that those who have a proper appreciation of such 
principles, will, in general at least, be inclined to 
codperate with myself and others in releasing him 
from the ruinous contract in which he has engaged. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Tennessee 
will permit me to correct him as to the fact. 
et as to the right of Mr. Ritchie to receive 
the amount which he did receive for the printing 





of that document was referred to the District At- 

torney of, this city, Mr. Fendall, and to the Audi- 

tor of the Treasury, Mr. McCulloh, and they 

ce the contract an interpretatign which entitled 
im to receive that amount. 

Mr. TURNEY. That is new information, 
which certainly was not before the Senate Com- 
mittee on Printing; for in their report, if 1 am not 
mistaken, and | read it with a good deal of care, 
they could not account for this deduction from 
$26,000 to $12,000. They could find in the first 
matance no rale or principle which authorized the 
demand of $36,000, still less could they find any 
which would justify its reduction to $12,500. 
None was ever offered them, and this is the first 
time I ever heard of the reason for it expressed by 
the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator will bear with me 
while I statethe facts. It is within my own personal 
knowledge, for I had something to do with the 
matter. Mr. Ritchie was well assured, from ex- 
amination and consultation, that he could afford to 
reduce the amount to $12,500, and he at once vol- 
untarily relinquished ‘he overplus. 

Mr. TURNEY. These accounts conflict. The 
Senator from jndiana says that the amount was 
awarded upon the decision of the District Attorney, 


done for; and in that report, if I am not mistaken, 


made. If Mr. Ritchie’s contract was not a profit- 
able one to him, it would be a sufficient reason 


|| with me for its abrogation, were it not for the cir- | 
But if | 
we are to act upon it in this hurried and confused | 
i| mode of deing business, it is sufficient evidence to 
|| me that his claim will not stand the investigation 
of the Senate, when fresh from the people at home, | 


with months before them to remain here to exam- 
ine and perfect a measure of relief. No, sir, it 


|| must be brought up in the last hours of the session, 
when all is hurry and confusion, when investiga- || 
I hope the Senate will not || 


tion is impossible 
press through a claim of this description in this 


manner, and in violation of all the rules of parlia- || 
|| mentary law and propriety, by tacking it on to an 


appropriation bill. 
Mr. CASS. It is obvious that we cannot get 


| through with this bill to-day, and therefore I am 


|| going to move that the Senate take a recess until 
|| seven o’clock, and devote an evening session to the 


consideration of Executive business. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I trust not. I hope that 


| wéshall have an explanation from the chairman 
| of the Committee on Printing, and then proceed 
| to vote on the amendment. I shall vote according 


| to his views prett 
contract between himself and the Government, to || 


much. 
Mr. CASS. f Senators would submit their 
propositions, and would believe that the rest of the 


|| Senate knew something about them as, well as 
|| themselves, we should get on much more speedily. 


| But the most elaborate explanations are indulged 


The |) 


| in, on the most simple and unimportant proposi- | 


| tisns; discussion is elicited on abstract points, and 
| thus the time of the Senate is consumed. I hope 
| Senators will recollect the immensity of important 
| business that is pressing upon us for our consider- 
| ation. 
Mr HAMLIN. 1 desire to offer an amend- 
ment, as follows: Strike out the words “ that the 
| Committee on Printing of the Senate and House 
| of Representatives, respectively, be and they are 
| . . . 
| hereby authorized and directed to audit and pass 
| on the accounts,” &c., and insert in lieu thereof 
| the following: 
| The clerk of the Committee on Printing of the Senate 
with the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives be, and the same are hereby, authorized 


and directed to audit and pass upon the accounts for print- 
| ing for the present session of Congress.” 


By the present law it is made the duty of the 
| Committee on Printing on the part of the House 
and Senate to audit and allow all accounts for 
printing. [tis known that there are a vast num- 
| ber of documerits and other matters which are not 
printed and will not be while we remain here this 
| session, and consequently it becomes the duty of 
the committees to remain here during the recess of 
Congress for the purpose of auditing and allowing 
these accounts. I propose to do away with the 
necessity for this, and this amendment simply 
provides that it shall be the duty of the Clerk of 
the House and the Secretary of the Senate, to- 
gether with the clerk of the Senate Committee on 
Printing, to discharge this duty, and thus relieve 
the committee. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 





I accept the amendment of the 
honorable Senator from Maine, as I have a right 
to do, and will take heed of what my friend from, 
Michigan has said, promising to make my remarks 
very brief; but still I must be indulged long enough 
to explain an error into which the honerabte Sen- 


tor from Maryland has fallen, passing over, for 
the want of time, all that has been said by the 
Senator from Tennessee. The Senator from - 
land (Mr. Prart] has difficulty in voting for this 


GLOBE. 


It was that Mr. Ritchie’s conscience told || 


It will be re- | 
| membered that the report of the Senate committee || 


Sept. 23 
a 
amendment, he says, on the ground that it ie... 
in the deru.* fe ete ed, and da, it Voting 
believe, that there will be a large profit, penn?” 
of $60,000, given to the present contraetor if - 
amendment prevails. Now, sir, I will say ; _ 
| Senate that my earnest desire is, wae the 
| country justice, anid, secondly, the individual - 
| has made this contract. With no other view h. ? 
‘|| | examined into this matter. The Committee. 
| Printing of the Senate and of the House hay = 
| failed to come to any result that they could redhat 
: . m- 
| mend to either body for adoption, I took it y 
myself to give a very thorough examination ; 
this subject; and the result of my inquiry has led 
|| me to the conclusion, that if the present contract 
| be paid at the rate of forty-five per cent, tet 
' than the law of 1819, he will realize no profit fox 
what he has done. ~ 
Here we have the opinion of a gentleman whose 
|| intimate acquaintance with this subject enables 
|| him to speak from the most reliable data. 1, 
would not undertake to perform the printing fo» 
the 27th Congress ata price 20 per cent. below the 
law I have referred to. Now, what great chanoe 
|| has taken place in this branch of business, ang jp 
the state of things generally around us, that jusii. 
fies the belief that a job then, which could not be 
|| performed at a reduction of only 20 per centum on 
| the law of 1819, can be done now ata reduction 
| of 45 per centum on that law, and yet afford ay 
exorbitant profit?—for this is the argument of 
the honorable Senator from Maryland. He says 
| $60,000 profit. Sir, this is an entire mistake, ‘| 
will now make a motion that | think will free the 
amendment from another objection that has been 
urged. 1 will add the word five after the word 
| thirty, so as to provide for paying 35 per cent. less 
| than the law of 1819 on the work to be done for 
the present Congress; and now, with this amend. 
| ment, [ask the chairman of the Committee on 
| Printing to say whether he does not believe this js 
|| as low as the work can be done for, and yield. 
| living profit to the contractor? 

Mr. SOULE. The great difficulty in this mat- 
|| ter seems to be the ascertainment of the amount, 
| which, under the emendment proposed by the Sen- 
| ator from Indiana, we will have to pay, over and 

beside the amount due under the existing contract. 
| Upon the one hand it is asserted that immense 
| profits, gigantic profits indeed, would be realized 
| at the rates stated in the amendment, while on the 
other, and on behalf the contractor, it is asserted 
that he will hard!y realize his expenses. | hold 
| the opinion, that although, asa general rule, every 
| One should be responsible for his acts, and be re- 
a strictly to perform his obligations, still it 
| oes not behoove a Government like ours to per- 
| mit any individual to be a sufferer, and a sufferer 
to his utter ruin, through the performance of any 
engagement which he may have formed with it. 
I, for one, could not be induced to resist a meas- 
| ure intended for the redemption of an unfortunate 
contractor who has faithfully performed his obli- 
gations and asks to be relieved. Yet 1 do not 
wish to vote in the dark, if 1 may use an expres- 
sion of my friend from Georgia; and in order that 
| the Senate may not be led into any error on the 
| subject, I have, after consultation with some of my 
| friends, drawn up an amendment which I am sure 
will meet approbation. Indeed, unless this sub- 
stitute is approved, we cannot give a vote for the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Indiana. 
The substitute is as follows: 

Be it further enacted, That upon full proof being exhibited 
to the retary of the Treasury of any actual loss which 
the present contractor for the printing o} Congress may 
have suffered in consequence of the execution of so mucd. 
of the same as has already been performed, the said Secre- 
tary shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to reimburse tim 
for such actval loss, and to allow him, moreover, in the 
shape of profit, ten per cent. on the amount of the work a- 
ready performed. , 

he it further enacted, That so much of the printing of 
this session as remains unexecuted shall be adjusted and 
settled upon the hasis laid down in the foregoing section. 
ind be it That the said contractor be, and 
he is hereby, relieved from his contract, and that new pio 
pusals be reecived for the printing of the next session, 
conformity with the proyisions of the resolution approved 
23d July, 1846, entitled “A resolation regulating the pret 
ing of Congress and establishing the compensation for the 
same, 

This, in my opinion, will do away with suc 
doubts as might be entertained by Senators as \ 
the working of the amendment before them; while 
at the same time it will meet the contractor on his 
own gtound, and with féirer conditions than tho 
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“ich he sug himself. He will have no oc- 

ssion to be dissatisfied, and we shall know what 
pen. 

He BRIGHT. Do I understand the Senator 

from Louisiana to offer this as a substitute for my 
ent? 

SOULE. Yes, sir, to strikeout yours and 

insert this. 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend the amendment 
py making the percentage of profit given the con- 
yector five instead of ten per cent. 


The PRESIDENT. It is not in order to move | 


io amend an amendment to an amendment. 


a substitute for the whole amendmé@nt. 

The PRESIDENT. It is an amendment to an 
amendment proposed to the bill. 

The amendment of Mr. Souce was then agreed 

, and - 

The question was on amending the bill by the 
smendment thus amended. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Were not the yeas and 
nays ordered ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. They were called for but 
not ordered. — 
time by ordering them, 

The PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays were 


dered. 
ye UNDERWOOD. Let them be taken, sir. 

A Senator. They were ordered not on this 
but on another proposition. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It was on the same | 
thing. This is the proposition on which they were 


ordered. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair has no diffi- 
culty on the subject, and the yeas and nays having 
been ordered, will be taken unless the Senator from 
Kentucky waives the call for them. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I do not waive it, sir. 
The amendment was then adopted, by the fol- 
lowing vote: 


Cass, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, 
Foote, Greene, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Ma- 
son, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, 
Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Wales, Waiker, Whitcomb, and 
Yulee—36. 

NAYS —Mesers. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benton, Butler, 
Chase, Davis of Massachusetts, Ewing, Felch, Hale, Ham- 
lin, Norris, Smith, Turney, Underwood, aad Winthrop—15. 


Mr. GWIN. I have an amendment which I 
wish to offer, to come in after line 483: 


“That the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to contract, u the most reason- 
able terms, with the proprietors of some well-established as- 
saying works now in succesaful operation in California, pon 
salisfactory security, to be judged of by the Sec:«iary of the 
Treasury, who shail, under the supervision of the United 
States Assayer, to be appointed by the President by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, perform such duties 
in assaying and affixing the value of gold in grain and lumps, 


and in forming the same into bars as shall be prescribed by 


the Secretary of the Treasury; and that the said United 
Siates Assayer shall cause the stamp of the Uni States, 
indicating the degree of fineness and value, to be affixed to 
each bar or ingot of gold that may be issued from the estab- 
lishment: Provided, That the United States shall not be 
held responsible for the loss of any gold deposited with said 
proprietors for assay: nd ided, further, That the salary 
of said assayer shall he fixed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury not to exceed $5,000,” 


I have offered this amendment to this bill from 
a fixed conviction that the bill establishing a mint 


in California will not pass this session, from the || 


impossibility of getting it through the other House. 
I have submitted the amendment to every member 
of the Committee on Finance, and they are all 
favorable to it. 

The amendment was adopted. 


_ Mr. BUTLER. I propose to insert the follow- 
ing clause after line 558 of the bill: 

“For an addition to the salary of the of the Or- 
phans’ Court of the District of Columbia, which is hereby 
increased to the sum of $1,500 per annum, $500.”? ; 

This is the only appropriation for which the 
Judiciary Committee has asked, and, from repre- 
Sentations made to that committee, I am satisfied 
oo salary ought to be increased as the amend- 

n ss : 

Mr. WALKER. [ really think that with.a re- 
Le on our ewe a the tee the Inte- 

or relative to the expenses of the Judiciary of 
this District, it is unreasonable to ask for an in- 
crease of them. Why, sir, the appropriation for 
jad es in this little flat-iron three-corner piece of 


1, amounts to one quarter of the amo.nt re- 
quired for the Justice and Supreme Court 
judges of the gation. The judiciary of this 


I hope we shall not consume the | 


Diatrict costs more than that of almost any State 

of the Union—the Empire State not excepted—and 

yet it is proposed still further to increase it. 
Mr. BADGER. The reason is an obvious | 
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The fund from which it is proposed to appro- 


priate the money required for the erection of the 
east wing of the Patent Office is one which is de- 
rived from the payments of inventors in taking out 


one. It is for the whole Judiciary of the District, || patents of thirty dollars each. To do this looks 


whereas the States have their own courts. 
Mr. WALKER. Itisall the machinery of a) 
State judiciary that I spoke of. 
Mr. FOOTE. 
sin suppose that a man can live here upon $1,000 


e know that the acceptance of that office pre- 


duties, by means of which he might maintain his 
family 


Mr. BUTLER. Let us take the vote. The || rior. 


| officer is entitled. to the increase of salary, and I | 

think there can be no difficulty about it. I hope | 

all will rise, for he isa clever fellow. (Laughter.) 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. I have an amendment to offer, | 
which does not propose an appropriation, but | 
merely provides for the use of funds already in the | 
| hands of the Quartermaster General, for the pur- | 
poses to which they were heretofore appropriated. 
| | believe the chairman of the Finance Committee 
| has no objection to it. It is: 
“That the sum of $961 44, heretofore appropriated for 
clerical services in the Quartermaster General’s office, and | 
| which remains unexpended, be paid, under the direciion of | 
| the Quartermaster General, to the persons who performed 
| the duties for which the appropriation was made.” 


| The amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. YULEE. I have one more amendment to 
| offer, as follows: 


|  Forthe salary of the late keeper of the public archives at 

| St. Augustine, to the 5th of June, 1849, when the archives 
were transferred from his custody to the surveyor general of 
Florida, $464 38.’?’ 

















| 


I will state briefly the occasion for this amend- | 


ment. 
_ archives with a salary of $500 per annum exist- 
| transferred to us by the Spanish Government, 
which by an amendment to the appropriation act 
| of 1848 was abolished, and the papers directed to 
| be transferred to the custody of the surveyor 
| general of Florida. It required some time to ac- 
complish this transfer, and some time beyond the 
date for which the appropriation extended. 
amendment makes provision according to the sal- 
ary formerly paid by law. 

r. HALE, Is it a private bill. 


| as the Senator now presents it, although there was 
nothing presented officially, showing that this in- 


that the service was actually rendered. I have no 
doubt that the keeper of the archives was obliged 
| to retain them for a long time, for the surveyor gen- 
eral refused to receive them when it was first pro- 
posed to turi? them over to him. 

Mr. YULEE. Here is a letter from the Com- 
| missioner of the Land Office, who states that the 
| service was rendered. 

Several Senators. 
Do you know it? 

Mr. YULEE. 1 do know it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to offer the following 
amendment: 





Never mind reading it. 





depariments of the Government shall be $500 per annum, 





increase the number of watchmen that they shall not ke re- 
| quired to be on duty more than ten hours each per day.” 
The compensation now is $365 per annum, with 
a service of sixteen hours, 
Mr. BADGER. The amendment is all right. 
| Mr. DICKINSON. Does it inelade all of the 
watchmen in all of the departments ? ; 
Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. DICKINSON. Well, I have no objection 
to it. : 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WALKER. I move to strike out of the 


dividual did the duty. The amendment may be | 
entirely proper if the Senator from Florida knows | 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bright, || ing in Florida, for the safe keeping of the archives | 


This | 


Mr. DICKINSON. I would state that the ques- | 
tion came to the Committee on Finance precisely | 


«And the compensation of the watehmen in the various | 


and it shall be the duty of the head of cach department so to | 


| 
There had been an office of keeper of the 
| 


| nected with the Patent Office. 
|| that all models, not only of inventions patented, 


| the building should 


to me very much the same as if we were to require 
members of Congress to pay for the erection of the 
proposed wings of the Capitol, or the merchants 


Does the Senator from Wiscon- || to pay for the erection. of the custom-houses. And 


it is more unjust even than those requirements 


a year, and play with dignity the part of a judge? || would be. This building is not to be erected for 


the benefit of the Patent Office—for that is large 


nen | cludes him entirely from the performance of other || enough now for all the purposes of inventors for 
Mr. HALE. I understand this is proposed as || 


twent 
tende 


ears to come—but I understand it is. in- 
or the use of the Department of the Inte- 
Hence the glaring injustice of this propo- 
sition. It is unjust to impose this tax on the 
inventors and mechanics of our country for the 
erection of a palace in Washington to be appro- 


|| priated for any other purposes than their own, 


And there are other propositions, one of which is 
to tax the mechanics and inventors of the country 
even for the collection of agricultural statistics, 
which T shall move to strike out of the bill, 

Mr. DICKINSON. _I feel quite indifferent as to 
how this matter shall bedecided. I contended last 
Spring against so large an amount of this fund 
being appropriated as there was, but the Senate 
overruled me by a large majority, and since Pen I 
have felt very little interest inthe matter, I dewire 
to get this bill through, if possible, and I hope, 
therefore, unless my friend from Wisconsin con- 
siders it absolutely necessary to do otherwise, he 
will leave the subject until the beginning of the 
next session. 

Mr. WALKER. I cannot do it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think, if the 
object of the Senator from Wisconsin is to de a 
friendly act to the Patent Office fund, he has taken 
an unfortunate mode to reach his object. Theat a 
building for the use of the Secretary of the In- 
terior should not be built out of the Patent Office 
fund, is perfectly correct, and that I agree to. 
But to appropriate money out of the Treasury for 
the completion of the building, would be to de- 
prive the inventors and mechanics of the entire 
use of the Patent Office. 1 differ entirely with 
the Senator as to the necessity of the east wing. 
I believe it to be required for the purposes con- 
The law requires 


but even the rejected models, shall be exposed to 
view; whereas, for the want of room, they are 
now crowded together ina confused mass, and 
cannot be inspected even by those who know 
them best. I believe the addition necessary 
to the Patent Office, in order to carry out the 
terms and purposes of the law; that it should 
be made out of the Patent Office fund, and that 
be confined to that use. 
If the Department of the Interior requires room, 
as no doubt it does, then we should appro- 
priate money out of the Treasury and baild what 
is necessary for that department eisewhere, and 





leave the square assigned for this building un- 
touched until the uses of the Patent Office require 
that it shall be completed in accordance with the 
original plan, which covered the whole square. 
It needs noargument to prove that if the inven- 
tive genius of the country continues for the next 
twenty years as active as heretofore, we shall re- 
quire the completion of the west wing before that 
date. We now require the east wing for the pur- 
poses of the Patent Office alone. 

Mr. WALKER. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi is correct, if he would take that view of the 
subject which he von ong The portion de- 
voted to the display of models, | own, is insuf- 
ficient, but is there not plenty of room in the 
building for their better arrangement? Why, the 
best story in the building is devoted to the pur- 
poses of a Museum or National Institute, and the 





1048th, 1049th, and 1050th lines the words “ the 
patent fund, if so much of said fund remains un- 
appropriated, and if not, the excess out of,’’ so 


that the clause shal) read— 
“For 
building 


gthe eastern wing of the Patent Office 
the an, \inder the direction of 


aecording to original 
the Secretary of the Inenior, a0 , brpai out of 


epee ee Haein the 


not other- 


mechanics and inventors ef the country are de- 
rived of ite use. I say itis wrong, and for one 
protest against it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It is all done 
under the operation of law. The Patent Office 
was made the depository of revolutionary 
relics and other curiosities which had been placed 
in the State Department; they were therefore 
traneferred to the Patent Office. It was made.so 
by thy operation of law—how properly it is not 
for me tosay. Ido not perceive how they can 
aid the inventors. But I think that to which the 
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Benater refers as the collection of curiosities 
brought back by the Exploring Expedition, may 


that the Senate will fix it at $4 000, to be expended 


| ander the direction of the committee of the Senate. 


perhaps contribute to the knowledge of the inven- | 


tor. They are there, however, by the operation 
of law, which must be repealed before they can 
be removed. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WALKER. I now move to strike out the 
following words: ‘to be paid oat of the patent 
fund.”’ The clause now reads— 


* Por the collection of agricultural statistics $4,509, to be 
paid out of the patent fund.’’ 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Oh, move to strike 
ital out. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to strike out the same 
words ia the next clause, which reads as follows: 


“ Por defraying the expenses of the chemical analysis of 


vegetabe substances produced and used for the food of man 
and animals in the United States, to be expended under the 
direction of the Commissiouer of Patents, $1,000, to be paid 
for out of the patent fund.” 


Mr. WALKER. 


I have also a letter from Colonel Bliss, signify- 
ing the intention of the family to have the remains 
ofthe deceased transferred to Kentucky. It is 


_merely in response to the question put as to the 


intention of the family on the subject, and is 
couched in terms of the utmost delicacy and pro- 
priety, referring to nor suggesting nothing that is 
here proposed at all. This is entirely gratuitous 
on the pert of the nation, and is a free-will testi- 


| monial of respect and gratitude. 


The blank was filled with the sum of $4,000, 


_ and the amendment agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 move to strike 


| out the following clause: 


“ Por the collection of agricultural statistics, @4,500, to be 


| paid out of the patent fund.” 


I know that Senators are im- | 


patient of debate, but | propose to address a few || 


w rds to them in defence of the interests of men 
who are not often here to defend themslves. This 


fund has been accumulated from a tax levied upon || 
the mechanics and inventors of the country, and | 


what reason is there, | ask, that it should be di- 
verted to purposes which will not afford them the 
least advantage? 


Why, rather, should we not ap- | 


Mr. PRATT. 
that motion. 

Several Senarors. 
too much time.” 

Mr. PRATT. 1 withdraw the call, then. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. DAVIS. I now move to strike out the fol- 


“Oh, no; it will take up 


| lowing clause: 


“ Por defraying the expenses of the chemical analysis of 
vegetable substances produced and used for the food of man 


| and animals in the United States, to be expended under the 


propriate from the fund for the establishment of | 


a board of draftsmen and modelists, instead of 
compelling the inventor, as is now the case, to pay 
from twenty-five to one hundred dollars to get his 
model? Nothing of that kind is ever done, but, on 
the contrary, it is devoted toevery other possible 
purpose than those from which the persons who are 
thus taxed can derive any benefit. These men are 
not often heard here, but they are beginning to wake 


| direction of the Commissioner of Patents, $1,000, to be paid 


out of the patent fund.”’ 
The amendment was rejected. 


| the word ‘* five” and insert ** six,’’ in the 141st 


line of the bill; so that we may pay the messenger 


in the Third Auditor’s office the same compensa- | 


| tion that we pay the same officer in the Second 


up a little; and from what they have said to me, | 
1 believe they will soon make themselves felt in || 


this matter. 
The amendment was rejected. 


the nation will object. It is to provide for the de- 


frayal of expenditures incurred for the funeral ob- || 


sequies of General Taylor. It is as follows: 
“ To defray the expenses incurred under the authority of 


the committee of arrangements for the funeral of General | 


Z. Taylor, deceased, late President of the Uniied States, 
$14,999 46.” 

I have the accounts in detail on my table, as 
certified to by the committees of both Houses. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CASS. Ihaveanother amendment, which 


Auditor’s office. 1 understand that there are very 
onerous duties devolved on him, and that this is 
but a just compensation, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. I desire to offer the following 


|| amendment: 
Mr. CASS. The amendment which I desire to || 


‘ : . - 7 > . {| 
submit, is one to which no Senator and no manin || Department to the collectors of the cu-toms since the Ist of 


\ 
i] 
1} 
1| 


‘‘ For compensation to the late and present agents for 
transmitting passports and sealed letters from the ‘Treasury 


|| January, 1842, $1,445.” 
+ | will make a brief explanation of this amend- |; 
|| ment, 
| Secretary of the Treasury, and is for services ren- || 


| ation for the lib for the Depart . 
dered by the late chief clerk of the Treasury, Mr. ee ee 


The appropriation is recommended by the 


oung, without any compensation at all. For 
forty years, up to 1842, these services were paid 


| for under the act of Congress, but at that time the 


will meet with a response, | am sure, in the heart | 


of every man in the country. It is as follows: 


of the United States, 7? 


1 have not put in the eum, but I am inclined to | 


think it should be at least $2,000. 
Mr. RUSK. There is, | understand, a com- 
munication from the President ofthe United States 


on this same subject, which | hope may be read. 


{The message was read, setting forth that it is 
the wish of the family and relatives of the late 
jarnented President of the United Siates that his 
remains should be moved to the State of Kentucky; 
and, being desirous of manifesting the most sin- 


tamily to Congress, so that, previous to adjourn- 


ment, they might adopt such proceedings and take 


|} amount of their salary. 


cr || formed these services, and I -hope that the amend- | 
“To defr@y the expenses of transporting the remains of || 


General Taylor from the cemetery iin Washington to Ken- | 
tucky, to be expended under the direction of the President | 





| went, it was paid, 


|| officer was cut off from receiving anything. This 
| is owing to the law of 1842, which requires that 


nothing shall be paid to officers,who receive the 
He has faithfully per- 


| ment will pass. 


The amendment was rejected 
Mr. WALKER. I wish to offerthe following 
amendment: 


* For balance due to David Irwin, as associate judge of 
Wisconsin Territory, as audited and aliowed by the proper 


| accounting Officers of the ‘Treasury, the sun of $571 65.” 


I have only to say that the demand was audited 


| and allowed by the proper officers of the Treasury 
| Department; and that, so far as the appropriation 
The estimate for it was re- | 


ceived too late, or from some other cause was 


| not acted upon by the Committee on Finance, 
cere and profound respect for the tharacter of the || 


deceased, in which the President expresses his | 
conviction that Congress will fully concur, he felt | 
it to be his duty to make known the wishes of the | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. On Saturday | asked, in behalf 
of the District of Columbia, for an appropriation 
of $5,000 for an examination and survey to be 
made by the War Department for the introduc- 
tion of water into the city of Washington. It was 


such order on the subject asin their wisdom might | rejected. 


seem meet and proper. 
Mr. CASS. 


i am lightly gratified, sir, with | 


Mr. HALE. Try it again. 
Mr. MASON. 1 am now informed by the au- 


that message. tis a just tribute to the worth of | thorities of Washington that their only desire is to 
the deceased hero and patriot, who, after spending || have the benefit of the science under the War De- 


a lifetime in the service of his country, was taken 


| 
i} 
it 


partment for this examination; and therefore IL 


away in the midst of his labors, whilst filling || have reduced the appropriation to $500. The city 


the office of Chief Magistrate of the Republic. 
stated to the Senate before that I did not know 
with what amount to fill the blank. A letter which 


| 


i 


of Washington will endeavor to bear the expense, 
but they want this science to aid them. 
The amendment was agreed to, and is as fol- 


} have here from the Marshal of the District sug- || Jows: 


gests $4,000; and another estimate puts it at that | 


also. ‘I'he committee of the House also are will- 
ing to accede to that proposition. This is not a 
question of dollars; it is a tribute of national grati- 
tude; and I have not the least doubt, therefore, 


i] 
ii 
i} 
i} 
i 


i| gress at its next session, five hundred 


‘To enable the War Department to make such examina- 
tion and survey ai may be necessary to determine upon the 
best and most available mode of supplying the city of Wash- 
ington with pure water, and to prepare a plan and éstimate 
ot tie probable cost of the same, tu be re to this Con- 
” 


|| sideration of the Senate, inasmuch 
|| contemplate the taking of any mone 


| 
| 
| 


I ask for the yeas and nays on | 


| 
| 
| 
} 


} 
| 
| 


j 


| 
| 
j 


! 
| 
| 


| 
| 


; 


| 


| 


| 


| 


i 
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| 
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ei re eta 
Mr. DICKINSON. I hope that will be the |. 
Mr. SMITH. 1 have an amendment — 


» which I trust will receive the favorable con. 
pose 83 it does not 
Y Out of the 


Treasury, but the putting of some in. It is 8s fol. 


lows: 
“ Sec. — Be it further enacted, That it sha! 

the Secretary-of the Treasury to cause the een for 
Dallas, now lying in the port of New York, tozee 
the machinery placed thereon, under and by virrue @e With 
tract by and between R. J. Walker, late“ Seeretary oo 
reasury, and Ethan Campbell, dated Augast 25h fons the 
he appraised by one or more good and sufficient apprais » 
and to sell, (if the said Secretary shall think the pubt sers, 
terests will thereby be promoted,) the said steamer a in. 
chinery to said @impbell at said appraised vatue toe 
nul by and with his assent, said contract: Provide: Th tthe 
said Svcretary shall, in selling said steamer and mache the 
to said Campbell, take from lim a release or diseha - 
the United States from alt claims and demands walter 
by virtue of said contract.”” aad 


Mr. DICKINSON. I believe that, although jt 
is a very long amendment, it is all right. lis pe. 
cessity arises out of one of those miserable trans. 
actions in which the Government undertook t» 
furnish the means for individuals to experimen, 
with. The Secretary of the Treasury, and every. 
body else, now agree that the best thing that on 
be done is to sell the vessel. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


There being no further amendment proposed 
the bill was reported to the Senate. . 
The PRESIDENT. Shall the question be taken 


: | on the amendments separately or altogether? 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I move to strike out || 


Mr. HALE. They cannot be taken altogether 

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 would suggest that gen. 
tlemen designate the particular amendments on 
which they wish a separate vote to be taken. For 
myself, I value time more than the carrying out of 
my peculiar views. f 

Mr. PEARCE. There is one amendment on 


|| which | desire the question to be taken separately, 


and that is the one repealing the law by which 
Congress authorized certain national exchanges, 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that gentlemen 
specify the amendments which they desire to ex- 
cept, and thatthe question be taken generally on 
the others. 

The suggestion was assented to. 

Mr. EWING. 1 would except from the zen. 
eral vote the amendment striking out the appropri- 


terior. 

Mr. COOPER. I would except the amendment 
reducing the rent paid for Winder’s building. 

Mr. SOULE. With respeci to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania, | have to state 
that the Senate will remember, that when the vote 
was taken on that question on Monday, it was af- 
ter the answer made to the demand whether or not 
Mr. Winder was at liberty to rent the unoccupied 
rooms. And upon the affirmative answer to that 
inquiry the Senate adopted the amendment coming 
from the Committee on Finance. I now have— 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment is not now 
under consideration, having been excepted. 

Mr. SOULE. Ah! very well. 

Mr. YULEE, I wish an opportunity t record 
my vote and place it on the Journals against all 
appropriations made either for works or surveys 
of works for the improvernent of rivers and lakes, 
and I should like also to see the votes of some 
other gentlemen on record on the same subjects. 

The PRESIDENT. Will the Senator indicate 
the specific clause he desires excepted ? 

Several Senators. Oh no! it will take up too 
much time. 

Mr. YULEE, Well, will be satisfied then by 
simply declaring to.the Senate my opposition to 
all such appropriations. 

Mr. HALE. The exception I make is to the 
amendment making a donation to the public print- 
ers of ten per cent. on the work they have finished. 
I desire a vote on that. 

Mr. HAMLIN, I desire to except the amend- 
ment which makes an appropriation to the Cum- 
berland dam. 

Several Senarons. There is no such amend- 


ment. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I desire to 
ment making an iation for the survey of 
the Ohio river, with a view of making dams for 
the a of that stream with water. 

Mr. ADGER. 1 should like to have all the 
amendments which ‘have been voted in 
against my vote. ie 


except the amend- 
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t of the Capitol. 
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DENT. Senators must specify the | partment or sending the clerk of the committee i room, and it is asked now that the same price shall 
dments they wish excepted. The || there, this was all we could ascertain. These | 
ait cannot tell how the Senator voted. 

I do not insist on my motion. 
I ask a separate vote on the 
amendment which appropriates $200,000 for the 


| 
There being no further exceptions taken, the | 
remaining amendments made in committee were | 


ed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. 
non-concur in the amendment added to the fifty- 


third line repealing the law authorizing the system | 
of international exchange. 


senators are all farniliar, and if concurred in, then 
is Mons. Vattemare’s occupation gone. 
he amendment was non-concurred in. 


I move that the Senate non- 
concur in the amendment striking out the follow- 


Mr. EWING. 


ing clause from the items for the Department of | 
the Interior: 


« Por library, maps, &e., $5,600.” 


[hope the appropriation will be suffered to re- 


main; it is but a small one. 


Mr. HALE. That is sufficient. 
The motion was declared to be carried. 


Mr. DICKINSON. 


' 


| 


I do not think the vote | 


was understood, and I hope it will be taken again. | 
All [desire is the sense of the Senate on this ques- 


be given for a library, then [ have nothing further 


to say. 


A division being had, the amendment was not | 


concurred in—ayes 15, noes 24. 


1 
| 





} 











be paid for rooms which we have not occupied. I 


|| facts [ communicated to the Senate, and then, in | think, sir, that even $16,600 is far more rent than 


answer to a question from a Senator, [ stated that || the building is worth, whether we shail continue 
so far as I knew the lessor had a perfect right to | to act on the principle of renting public offices or 
rent the vacant rooms to whomsoever he chose. || not; and I feel bound, therefore, to insist on the 
That was my Understanding of the matter, and 
is yet, though this letter seems to give a different || 


complexion to it. 
partment, Washington, May 20, 1850,”" and was | 
I now move that the Senate || directed to Mr. Windsor, and in it the Secretary 
|, of War then administering the War Department, || 


This letter is dated ** War De- 


} 
j 
| 


declined to answer the committee, but says to Mr. | 
It is one with which || Winder that it would be very objectionable to al- | 


‘| low the rooms to be rented for other than Govern- || 
|| ment purposes, 
|| very objectionable, and that is a matter,.for the |; 


I have no doubt that it would be | 


| consideration of the Senate, but | wish to add 


| that this letter was in the hands of the proprietor 
| himself, and with all my vigilance was not | 


| 
| 


brought to me until since our action on Saturday. || 


{| Then I learned that such a letter had been written | 


to a private individual, instead of to the commit- 

tee. I blame no one especially for this, unless I | 
may be allowed to censure the conduct of a cabi- 

net officer, and of whom I will say nothing, inas- | 
much as he has gone out of office. I say that the || 
course | have pursued, and its results, is a vindi- || 
cation in my judgment of the policy I established, | 


|| of refusing to act upon any of these questions | 
tion, and if it shall be decided that this sum shall | € Stak fee 4 


without a recommendation-from some responsible | 
cabinet officer, and | hope that hereafter letters of | 
this character will be addressed to the committee. 


| General Bayly had the letter at one time in his 


|| possession, 
Mr. COOPER. I move that the Senate non- || 


utas it was private property he de- 
livered it up to the individual who asked for it. 


concur in the amendment striking out, in line 405; || He forgot to put it with his papers again, and for 
the words, “* twenty-one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-five dollars,” and inserting * sixteen 
thousand three hundred and sixty-two dollars and 


fifty cents. 


Since the vote was taken on Saturday, reducing 
the sum originally inserted in the bill, some new |) 
jight has been derived, by which the Senate will || 
be able to act more understandingly. The agree- 


should have no power to rent any of the rooms 


for any other purpose, 
fore, virtually took the whole building. 
that my friend from Louisiana is prepared to ex- 
plain it by a letter from the Secretary, addresse 
to the party who owns the building. 


I believe 


Mr. SOULE. When this question came before 
the Senate 6n Saturday, it was décided upon the 
assurance that the lessor was at liberty to rent 
whatsoever unoccupied rooms were to be found in 
the building; and upon that misapprehension the 
amendment proposed by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, who himself was not aware of 
the existing state of facts, was adopted by the 


Senate. 


War, denying him the right of disposing of the 
unoccupied rooms; so that we are in duty bound 


to let the allowance granted by the House of Rep- | 


resentatives remain in the bill; and my motion, 


therefore, will be, that the Senate do not concur in | 


the amendment adopted in committee on Satur- 


a 
 veral Senators. Read the letter. 
Mr. SOULE. The letter is as follows: 


“I decline to address to the Committee of Ways and 
Means the note requested in your letter of the 18th instant, 


Stating your desire to let the vacant rooms in your building, © 


and the objections entertained by this department to that | price for the building when it shall be offered for 


course. Should, however, the committee ask my views on 
the subject, [ would have no hesitation in saying, that so 
long as any considerable portion of the building is occupied 
by the public offices, the whole should be under the exctu- 
sive control of the public agents, and that to have the rooms 


of private individuals, whether occupied 


lodging rooms 
ras places of public business, intermingled with the pub- 


saf 


Mr. DICKINSON. 
cerned, as well as to myself and the 
should state that these facts came to m 
edge since the action of the Senate on 


lie — would be highly objectionable, because very un- 


It is due to all parties con- 


ate, that I 
knowl- 
tarday. 


I had previously examined very carefully into this 


matter, 


1 was unable to see the chairman of the 


Committee on Finance, who was very much eo- 


gaged as well as m 


was informed that all the 
I could not find, after all the examination I gave 


It, that 


f, but I sent to him, and 


rs were sent to me. 


there were more than ninety-three and a 


rooms occupied. After going to every De- 


of | 


| 
] 
1} 
i] 





| 
| 


a | 








| sale to the Government. 


that reason it did not come under the notice of the 
Committee on Finance. 
Mr. HUNTER. I can bear testimony to the 
vigilance which the Senator from New York, the 
chairman of the Finance Committee, evinced in 
this matter. I believe that, upon this occasion, he 
was perfectly right in the first instance; but with | 


e F: || the testimony which has been adduced since, | | 
ment between the parties was that Mr. Winder 


j 


The Government, there- | 


am compelled to believe that we ought to restore | 
the amount of rent to what it was in the bill as it | 
came from the House. I infer from what he says 
that he is of the.same opinion; and therefore | 
hope that, without further debate, we may reject 
the amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I was of the same opinion on 
Saturday as was entertained by the Senator from | 


| Virginia, and the difference between him and my- 


self is, that he has changed his opinion and I have 
not. I have heard nothing as yet which induces 


| me to believe that the amount of rent charged here | 
| ought to be paid; and if this gentleman had evi- 

|| dence to the contrary he ought to have 
| it elsewhere and in season. 
Since then I have been furnished with a | 
letter written to the lessor by the Secretar 


resented 
I think it is in bad 
taste, to say the least, after the Senate has decided 


| on a question, to present additional testiniony. 


However that may be, as | stated on a former oc- 


| casion, this Government agreed to pay $175 per 


room for the number actually occupied, and it was 
not anticipated that it would be called upon to pay | 
that rent for every room in the building. We pay 
that rent for rooms mostly on the first and second | 
stories, though there are some I believe in the third | 
story. Now, are we, I ask, to pay such a rent for | 
rooms which we do notoccupy? Upon what prin- 
ciple of justice can such a demand be made on the 
Treasury? This question of rent is one which is | 
to be referred to hereafter, upon which to base a | 


Indeed, I should prefer 
to buy it at once, as no doubt we shall have to do | 
in the end; but I do not wish to pay for it at a price 
based on the large rent which is sought to be ob- 
tained for it, especially in this way of tacking it at 
the last moment to an appropriation bill. Here is 
a rent of $20,000 proposed to be given for a build 
ing which, at the utmost, never cost more than 
$100,000. I anticipated that there would be an 
effort to reverse the vote of Saturday, and I en- 
deavored to ascertain the original cost of the build- 
ing, and am informed that it cost but some $95,000. 
And is there any one who will say that an annual 
rent of $20 000 is not a most exorbitant one fora 
ee. which only cost that sum?’ Sir, | would 
prefer that Congress should make an appropriation 
for its purchase at once. The Secretary of War, 
under a former Administration, hesitated before 
paying $150 per room; and yet we pay $175 per 


former vote of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. So faras 1 am concerned I 
should be very much opposed to buying this 
building, for reasons which it is not necessary for 
me now to give, as there is no proposition for the 
purchase of the building by the Government pend- 
ing. The criticism of the Senator from Indiana is 
perhaps right to this extent, that we probably ought 
not to give as much for those rooms we do not vse 
as we do for others; but certainly we ought to pive 
something, as the owner is prevented from venting 
them for other purposes. | voted with the Sen- 
otors from New York and Indiana the other day, 
but I was not aware at the time that the Secretary 
of War had written this letter in relation to the 
matter. Upon hearing that, it seems to me that 
we hare done wrong, and that we opghtto make 
some allowance for these unoccupied rooms, al- 


|| though not so much perhaps as has been pro- 


posed. But at this late period of the session, 
where there is no time to do as we would, FT was 
willing to allow the appropriation as it came frem 
the House. However, if the Senator from In- 
diana chooses to reduce the appropriation so as to 
allow something less for rooms in the upper story 
of the building which we do not occupy, I will 
agree to it; but I} believe, on the whole, we had 
better Jet it pass as it is. 

Mr. DICKINSON. In regard to this question 
of $175 per room, it certainly cannot be contended 
that the unoccupied rooms are worth as much as 
those occupied. This part of it is a question 


| which the committee perhaps did not fully exam- 


ine, supposing as they did that there was no rea- 
son to demand any rent at all for the unoccupied 
rooms. I supposed the original sum was.al- 
lowed upon some plan which | did not approve, 
and therefore struck itout, and supposed so all 
along until [ saw this private letter written by the 
Secretary of War. Itis, however, now for the 
Senate to say whether they do or do not think this 
rent too high. ’ 

Mr. SOULE. There was no accession on the 
part of the lessor to come here with his proof 
until the question was raised as to his right of 
receiving rent for all the rooms in the house. He 
could not be expected to furnish the evidence 
until he was made aware of the difficulty. And 
now Task the Senator where he finds the power 
to discriminate between these rooms, when he 
finds Mr. Winder writing to the Secretary of War 
and asking the liberty of disposing of these rooms, 
and when in the answer of the Secretary he is 
told that he cannot so dispose of them? Why 
certainly we cannot refuse the allowance made by 
the House; and I hope, therefore, that the 
amendment made in Committee of the Whole 
will be non-concurred in. 

Mr. BRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to non-concur, and they were ordered. 

Mr. YULEE. [ desire to say that I shall vote 

| for concurring in the amendment, for this, among 
other reasons: We have heretofore paid but §150 
a room, which I considera full nik liberal rent; 

| and this appropriation from the House proposes to 
increase it to $175 per room, which I consider far 
too high. 

Mr. HALE. We paid $175 last year, if I am 
flot mistaken. 

Mr. YULEE. No, sir; but $150. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I! have stated that this pri- 
vate letter put an entirely different complexion on 
this matter, and in one respect it doea. It shows 

| that the department refused the lessor permission 
to rent these unoccupied rooms, which was a mat- 
ter in relation to which I could get no information, 
after the most careful search, until this private 
letter was produced. However, I believe that 
$16,500, or about that sum, is a sufficiently high 
rent under all the circumstances; and therefore I 

| shall vote to retain it as it is. 

|. The question was then taken on concurring in 

| ‘the amendment, and it resulted as follows: 

! YEAS—Messrs. Atchivon, Badger, Barnwell, Benton 

Bright, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, Pele» 

|| Hamlin, Norris, Rusk, Spruance, Walker, Whitcomb, and 

| VTA TS Meswrs. Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Cass, Cooper, 

|| Davis of Massachusetis, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson 
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cee Se 


ton, Dodge of Towa, Downs, Ewing, Foote, Greene, 
a acmnten, Hunter, Jones, Mason, Morton, Pearce 
Pratt, Seward, Smith, Boulé, Underwood, Waies, an 
Winthrop—28. ‘ 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. CHASE. I move now that the Senate non- 
eoncur in the amendment making an appropriation 
for the extension of the Capitol building. - 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to strike out the word 
‘twing’’ and insert the word “addition,’’ for the 
purpose of leaving the question open as to whether 


we shall make an addition or put on wings to the | 


building. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. There is no need of 


amie 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


two spacious chambers for the use of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and I do not think, 
for the purposes of the estimate, the cost would 
be increased. The cost will be limited only by 
the degree of extention. And if this Union con- 
|| tinues together, and this continues to be the seat 
|| of Government, | have no idea that any plan 
|| which may now be suggested will finally answer 
'| all the wants of the country. A very good archi- 


|| tect, speaking of it a short time ago, said that we || 


would have yet to cover the whole square with 
|| buildings, and I think it is likely. 
|| least that this magnificent building, certainly very 


the word “ addition” at all; for the striking out of || magnificent at the time it was constructed, has 


the word “wing” will accomplish the Senator’s ob- || now become too small, and if it be any object to | 
] have no objection to this amendment at all, | 


ject. 
and the only effect it will have will be to enlarge | 
the sphere of inquiry of the committee when they 

come into joint action. I would say that plana 
for extenduig the wings only were submitted to the 


chairman of the committee, but understanding that | 


different plans have been suggesied, I am willing 
to leave out the word “* wings,’’ in order to leave 
it optional whether we shall adopt the proposition 
for another building or for the extension of wings. 


Mr. CASS. I would suggest to the Senator || 


from Virginia that he move to strike out all except | 
the mere appropriation of $200,000 for the exten- 
sion of the Capitol. 


will cover the whole, and that is to strike out the 
whole clause. 
The amendment of Mr. Hunter was agreed to. 


question of concurring, and they were ordered. 
Mr. RUSK. I have no objection to voting 
$1,500,000 for the enlargement of the Capitol; but 
J desire to know, first, in what manner, in what | 
place, and under whose direction it is to be ex- 
pended. We are making an appropriation for a 


matter here which will cost ten times the amount | 


appropriated, T have now doubt. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have but a single remark to 
make before | vote. I voted some two years ago | 
for’‘an appropriation of $50,000 to aid in the con- 


struction of the Patent Office, then estimated to | 


cost some $300,000. Itis admitted now, although 
the work has scarcely progressed eleven months, 
that it will cost some $1,100,000. Now, I do not in- 
tend to vote, as was said by the Senator from Texas, | 
fer the erection of further public buildings out of | 
the public Treasury until | know something of the 
plan, and whai is to be the cost of carrying out the 
meseure, And if this appropriation shall be made, 
I will make this prophecy—that before the work 
is finished it will cost the Government a million | 
and a haif or two millions of dollars, unless it is | 


differently managed from the other public build- || 


ings whith have been put up here. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I believe the Senator is | 
mistaken in regard to the Patent Office. 


I under- | 
stood the whole matter once, but it has passed ont | 
of tny mind. 1 believe, however, that $150,000 
was the estimate of the whole cost, though we 
shali not get off with that sum. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [think I am not mistaken. I 


always double the estimates in these cases in my || 
{Laughter.} When the cost was es- | 
timated at $150,000 1 thought it safe to double the || 


own mind, 


amount, and herce I made it in my own mind 


$300 000; and 1 am told now that it will cost || 


$1,100,000. 


Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Committee on || yRAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Bright, Chase, Clarke, | 


|| Clay, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, | 
| Dodge of lowa, Downs, Ewing, Foote, Greene, Hale, Jones, 


>} 


the Library have examined this matter, at varioug 
times and in various plans, and we thought we had | 
finaliy agreed on one which would enable us to | 
mane something like an estimate of the cost. The 

amount asked for wag an estimate for the exterior 

of the building, as I stated when I introduced it. | 
The cost of the interior was not discussed, still less 
decided upon, and it must vary as the interior | 
shall be built. Wethought, however, that to put | 
up the building and aprerings we had asked for as 

little as Was necessary. think the objection 
taken by the Senator is sound, so far as the dis- | 
unct action of the commitiee is concerned, and I 
am not sere that itis not sound altogether. If we | 
had been able to get the Committee on Public | 
Buildings of the House to act yee! witheus at 

an early period of the session, | think we might 
have presented a plan, with an estimate attached; 
but that we have been unable to do. The esti- 
mate which was made was n wings which | 





| preserve the lives of Senators, it is then an object 


| to commence at an early period the extension of || 


the Capitol. We have all felt the injurious effects 
of breathing the atmosphere infected as that of 


|| this Chamber becomes after along session; and || 
since the debates of the Senate have become popu- || 
lar, everybody has witnessed how inadequate the | 


present galleries are for the accommodation of vis- 
iters. 
| the foundation can be commenced during the 


ayear in the completion of the work. It is for 


|| the Senate to decide whether they will hazard the 
| committee adopting an extravagant plan, or the | 
Mr. BRIGHT. I have a motion to make which || 


postponement of the work. 


| ‘Mr. CASS. 


like it. 
and in the House you cannot hear at all, whilea 


| in winding stairways and dark corridors. 


the world for its purposes. 


Mr. BADGER. 


| ally adopted, yet I shall vote against it, in the 
| form in which it has been amended. 

The question was then taken on concurring, and 
| resulted as follows: 


Pratt, Seward, Smith, Soulé, Winthrop, and Yulee—24, 
| NAYS—Mesars. Atchison, Badger, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
| Towa, Felch, Hamlin, Jones, Meson, Morton, Rusk, Sebas- 
| tian, Spruance, Underwood, Walker, and Whitcomb—21. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I had demanded a separate 


} 
i 
i 


dam. 


| | did not mean my motion to apply to the amend- 
| ment of the Senator from Kentucky, in relation to 
| the survey of the Ohio river, of course there is no 
| question which I desire to be taken separately. 

| Mr. ATCHISON. 1 now ask a vote on the 
| question of concurring with the amendment in 


making an appropriation for a survey of the Ohio | 
river, with a view to make dams to supply it with | 


w 


| they were ordered. 
The question being then taken on concurring, it 
| resulted as follows: 


| King, Morton, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé 
Spruanee, Underwood, Wales, and Winthrop—27. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, cont Sarena Day- | 


ton, Dickinson, Felch, Hamlin, Houston, 
Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Walker, and Yaulee—16. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. HALE. I now ask that the Senate non- 
concur in the amendment adopted on the motion 
of the Senator from Louisiana, in relation to. the 


unter, Mason, 


|| public printi: g 


When I addressed the Senate a short time ago 


which the Senators from Mississippi and Indiana 
assured me and the Senate I was mistaken in 
making. Since then I have met a member of the 
House, who is on the Printing Committee there, 
and who assures me that the proof before the com- 
mittee fully sustained what I then stated; and that 
was, that these individuals who took the contract 


should furnish additional committee rooms, and . for printing declared at the time they took it, that 


We see at || 


| pense of printing ordered at this 


recess, which will make probably a difference of | 


| large portion of the building is sacrificed and lost | 
I re- || 
peat, I think this to be the very worst building in || 
|| twice sanctioned. 
I desire to say that although | 
|| T was heartily in favor of the amendment as origin- | 


| Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of | 


So the amendment as amended was concurred in. || 





vote on an amendment relating to the Cumberland | 
Iam informed that no appropriation for | 
| the construction of that work was adopted, and as 


ater. 
Mr. NORRIS demanded the yeas and nays, and | 





in revation to this subject, | made some statements 


they knew they could not execute it, a 

did it to break down the contract s ne Be 
duce the two Houses to choose M ~ Ritchie fo, 
their printer. © for 

Mr. CASS. Not very likely. 

Mr. HALE. I am told th 
numerous witnesses before 
other House. : 

- ata — told a 

ee - lL have not the least object; 
tell the Senator. t objection 19 
Mr. CASS. Who are the witnesses? 
Mr. HALE. I do not know. I state the fact 
_ as it was given to me by a member of the other 
Honse. 
Mr. FOOTE. What is his name? 
Mr. HALE. Let me state further, 


it was proved } 
committee of the 


that thegx. 
; session will 
at the least calculation, amount to $110,000 o 
$120,000. I am informed by the chairman of the 
Committee on Printing that it will not be less than 
$110,000, and may amount to $120,000. Now, 


|| this amendment proposes to make Mr. Ritchie 
By making an appropriation at this session, | 


entirely whole, to remunerate him for every toes 
which he may sustain by coming into this con. 
tract, by the means which he did, and then it pro- 
| poses to go further, and make a direct gift or pres. 

ent to him of $11,000 or $12,000! In other words 
after the Secretary of the Treasury has paid every 


|| dollar Mr. Ritchie has lost, and the country saved 
I know nothing es to the merits | : 
|| of the several plans proposed, but { think this to | 
| be the very worst building on the face of the 
Mr. CHASE asked for the yeas and nays on the | 


and he has been made entirely whole upon a con. 
tract thus entered into, a direct, gift is to be made 


|| to him of $11,000 or $12,000. 
earth for the purposes to which it is devoted, and I | 
| have no idea of voting for the erection of another || 
You can scarcely hear in this Chamber, || 


A Senator That is buta reasonable prof, 

Mr. HALE. No, sir, it is to give him $12,009 
outright, for nothing is said about profits. It is to 
| make him a present of ten per cent. upon all the 
work he has done. In other words, itis a reward 
to an individual for succeeding in his declaration 
that he would break down a law of Congress, 
I am not willing, sir, to do this, 
-and I want to have the yeas and nays taken on 
the question, so that the country may see who ig 


|| willing to squander the public money in this way 


upon men who have rendered it no service, and 


'| for no purpose, unless it is to offer a gratuity for 
'| breaking down a law of Congress, and a system 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Clarke, Cooper, | 
| Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Ilowns, Ewing, Foote, | 
Greene, Gwin, Hale, Houston, Hunter, Norris, Pearce, || 


which has been twice sanctioned. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to say a word in re. 
| ply to the Senator from New Hampshire. | am 
going to vote with him against this amendment, 
| though I shall not trouble the Senate with the 
| reasons which will induce that vote. I have risen 

only to state that, in my Opinion, and it is one 
| formed with some knowledge of printing—I say 
nothing in relation to the relinquishment of the 
contract, or anything else—that taking into con- 
sideration the time and capital, and wear and tear 
of material, ten per cent. on the cost is a most nig- 
gardly profit to any man. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I desire to say but a few 
| words. I wish it to go out to the country that 
| there are a great many maii contracts, and a great 

many contracts to supply everything necessary 

and requisite for the army and navy; and then [ 

want it to go out to the country also that contracts 

for printing under open bids are to be especially 
| favored, while all those other contracts to which | 
| have referred are to be held strictly to their agree- 
ment. 

Cries of Question! question ! : 

Mr. FOOTE. Gentlemen may listen or not as 
they choose, but I intend to make this remark, and 
to make it dastinetly. It is, that if there is any man 
here or elsewhere who intends to insinvate that 





any partof Mr. Ritchie’s conduct in this matter 
has not been entirely fair and honest, I pronounce 
him a most unprincipled detractor. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know what is méant by 
that, nor do I care. I have stated the facts aa they 
came to my knowledge, and leave everybody to 
put their own construction upon them. 
that I am authorized Wy. a member of the House 
and the Investigating Committee to say, that the 
original parties to this contract stated repeatedly, 
that they took it knowing that they could not ex- 
ecvte the work, but with a determination to break 
down the spores cue and induce the two 
Houses to elect Mr. Ritchie for their printer. 

Mr. RUSK. Who are the witnesses? 

Mr. Bat I have stated over and over again 
that I do not know. 

Mr. RUSK. ‘Then how do you knew the facts? 


I state 

















































wir. HALE. They were stated to me by a 
ponder of the House. 

mr. CASS. lt isa very loose charge. 
Mr. HALE. They have been stated to me 
the decision of the Senate on this question as 

ing been proved before the committee in the 
House. I do not make insinuations; I 
peak the plain facts as they are given to me. 
jnd if they are highly honorable to Mr. Ritchie, 
ye may have the advantage of them. I Nave 
sothing to say about that. 

Mr. SOULE. As I am the mover of the amend- 
which has just been assailed by the Senator 
New Hampshire, | deem it my duty to say 
afew words in answer to what has fallen from his 
fips. ‘The charges preferred by the Senator have 
pot come before the Senate in any shape that could 

w»mmand its consideration; and when I moved the 

amendment I had not heard of them, nor can I 

eed them now, brought forth as they are in such 
intangible terms. ; : 

Sir, | consider this matter from a point of view 
fom which nothing that is selfish or unworthy 
can be reached by the eye. I shall not be accused 
of being actuated by an unwarrantable partiality 
for the person immediately connected with the con- 
tract sought to be modified by the amendment. I 
cannot divest myself of the opinion that the Gov- 
ernment is presumed always to be unwilling to 
min any man through the execution in good faith 
of any contract which he may have entered into 
with them; and I deem it my duty, under the 
promptings of a sense of equity, to let this con- 
tractor be relieved from all loss which he may 
have sustained, and besides receiving ten per 
cent. upon the amount of whatever work he may 
execute. Now, if we were to consider in the ab- 
stract the ten per cent. thus allowed by the amend- 
ment in the shape of profit, it would seem that we 
are making a donation of something like fifteen or 
twenty thousand dollars; but when the Senate 
takes into consideration that there is a capital em- 
ployed in carrying on this contract, that there is a 
wear and tear of material and machinery employed, 
thet they will find that the allowance will leave 
but a very limited profit, in all probability less 
than nine to ten thousahd dollars. Under the cir- 
cumstances of the case I cannot consider that lam 
doing injustice to the country or to the contractor 
by offering the amendment on the table. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to say buta word. 1 ask 
the Senator from New Hampshire if he believes 
that Mr. Ritchie made the declaration he has 
charged him with—that he todk the contract 
knowing he would lose money by it? 

Mr. HALE. _1 said the original contractors. 

Mr. CASS. They must have been fools, then. 
But I ask the Senator from New Hampshire if he 
believes a word of it? Does he believe that any 
man out of a mad-house would go round and 
make such declarations to the world? Noman in 
his senses can believe it, sir. 

The question being then taken on concurring in 
theamendment, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bright, Cass, 
Clay, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, 
Dodge of Towa, Downs, Foote, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, 
Jones, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, 
Shields, Soulé, Walker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Davis of Mas- 
sachusetts, Ewing, Feleh, Hale, Hamlin, Norris, Smith 
Spruance, Underwood, and Winthrop—13. : 
So the amendment was concurred in. 
The amendments of the Committee of the Whole 
having thua all been concurred in— 
Mr. CHASE. | offer the following amendment: 
“Por purchasing a site nd oe the erection of 
tcuilable fire-proof building in the city of St. Loats, Mis- 
souri, for a custom-house and independent treasury, and 
other offices of the United States, the sum of $50,000; the 
whole cost of the building net to exceed the sum of. $75,000 : 
» That the building shall be exempted trom city 
Legislature of 


ment 
from 


inokter all other taxes whatever by act of the 
rh. 
“Por the purchase of a site and construction of a proper 
building at Cincinnati, in Ohio, for a custom-house, inde- 
Pendent treasary, and other o of the United States, 
$50,000, provided that the total cost of construction shall 
pat Gores $75,000; provided, also, that said building shall 
exempted from city and all other taxes whatever, by act 
ature of Ohio.”? 


Mr. President, I wish to state “7 briefly to 

the Senate the reasons why this amendment ought 

‘o prevail. When I addressed the Senate on 

subject ona former day, it was very briefly, and 

Slane that full information which I have since 
ned. 


Both the appropriations proposed have been 











recommended hy the late and by the present Seé- 
retary of the Treasury. They heve, therefore, 
the sanction of the department which has com- 
manded the assent of the Senate to all appropria- 
tions thus recommended, except these. They 
have also received the sanction of two committees 
of this body—the Committee on Commerce nnd 
the Committee on Finance. I speak only for Cin- 
cinnati; the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] 
will speak for St. Louis. The city of Cincinnati 
had in 1840 but 46,000 inhabitants. It has now 
130,000. Its imports and exports in 1847-8 ex- 
ceeded, respectively, $60,000,000. 

Mr. DOWNS. Is not the Senator mistaken? 

Mr. CHASE, Ido not refer to foreign com- 
merce alone, but the total commerce of the city, 
foreign and domestic. The net revenue from the 
post office collected at Cincinnati last year, accord- 
ing to the Blue Book, exceeded $52,000. I have 
before mea letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in which he states that the revenue from cus- 
toms collected in that city during the six months 
ending on the 31st of December, 1849, was $65,091, 
making $130,000 a year. These two items would 
make the aggregate revenue of Government from 
these sources nearly $200,000 per annum. The 
offices for the accommodation of which the pro- 
posed building is required are, first, those of the 


| customs; next, those of depository of the public 


moneys; and, finally, the post office, the large and 
important business of which requites extensive 


| accommodation. 


The sum proposed to be appropriated is not 
large. A fair rent of proper buildings in proper 


| situations for the offices which | desire to provide 


for could hardly be less than six thousand dollars 
a year. The erection of a proper building at the 
cost proposed would therefore ee a saving to the 
Government. Sir, we have been liberal to other 
cities; we have given $200,000 in thie bill to New 
Orleans, for continuing the construction of a cus- 
tom-house; to Charleston, whose commerce is not 
greater than that of Cincinnati, $100,000 for the 
same purpose; to Norfolk $50,000; and so on. 
We have agreed on an amendment appropriating 
,000 for a,custom-house at Bangor, Maine, and 
voted for it. And now, sir, while we vote thus 
liberally for custom-houses ail along the A'lantic 
and Gulf coast, sha!l nothing be done for the West? 
Is it right that demands, so reasonable as we now 
make, should be refused? Shall not the important 
public business, conducted in cities so importantas 
Cincinnati and St. Louis, be suitably and fairly ac- 
commodated ? I will not trespass further on the 
indulgence of the Senate, and | cannot doubt, if 
Senators will only consider these simple facts, that 
what we wish will be granted without hesitation. 
I will only add thai I have joined these proposi- 
tions, for Cincinnati and St. Louis, with the as- 
sent of the distinguished Senator from Missouri, 
{Mr. Benron,] because they stand on precisely 
the same ground, and are, in every respect, enti- 
tled to the same consideration. 

Mr. BENTON. 
cure a litle justice for two cities of the great West— 
St. Louis and Cincinnatimand shall continue to 
renew it until we succeed. Weare entitled to suc- 
cess; and in the confidence of ultimate triumph, 
we shall work on, regardless of temporary defeat. 


'Itis now eight o’clock at night; the Senate has 


been in session ten hours; the fatigue of many is 
great, and the impatience of all extreme; but the 


| Senate must bear with us while we endeavor to 


obtain those facilities, and that security, for doing 
the business of the United States in two great eities 
of ,the West, which are readily granted to the 
small towns of the Atlantic coast. 

Appropriations for these buildings in St. Louis 
and Cincinnati have been separately offered, and 
separately rejected. We now offer them together, 
and will see them succeed or fail together. The 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Cnasg} has plead the 
cause of Cincinnati: I address myself to that of 
St. Lovis, and commence with showing that I 
have divested the language of the appropriation. 
of the enumeration of offices, to which objection 
was taken, and confine it to those for which the 
statute book has plenty of precedents—those pre- 
cedents without which the class of legislative 
lawyers can do xothing. I leave out the court, 
rooms, the post office, the land office, the record- 
er’s office, surveyor generai’s office, superintend- 
ént of Indian affairs, ermaster’s, commis- 


sary’s, and paymiaster’s office, pension agent, 





|| $107,987. 
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and army surgeon, and confine myself to the cus- 
tom-house and sub-treasary. I mean that I leave 
them out of the enumeration: I do not leave them 
out of the purview and meaning of the appropria- 
tion. 1 conform to the practice—pass the law for 
one building, and then make it large enough for 
all. This is the way it.is done in other instances, 
and seems to be a great relief to the consciences 





of gentlemen. 


| authentic and detailed 


| ago to do justice to this subject. 


I am better prepared now than I was three days 
Since then I 
have received a letter from St. Louis, giving the 
information which the 
Treasury files here cannot yet supply. The re- 
ceipts of the custom-house at St. Loum are much 


| greater than was supposed and rapidly increas- 


ing. 


In the first seven months of this year— 
from January 1 to August 1—the receipts were 
he entries in hand io be collected be- 


| fore the end of September were $25,215, which, 
| added to the actual receipts, will give $133,000 for 


| thus giving above $170,000 for the year. 








the first nine months of the year. The remain- 
ing quarter may be safely estimated at $40,000, 
This is 
a considerable sum in itself; but entitled to more 
consideration from the rapidity of its increase, 
which is at the rate of an annual duplication. 
This year is double the last, and the last was 
double its antecessor; so that we may judge the 
next year’s receipts to be double thore of this 
year—to amount to some $350,000, or more than 
double the amount of the appropriation asked, 
And the post office revenue, and the United States 
revenue from St. Louis in 1851, will probably ex- 
ceed $400,000. The last published return—Biue 
Book of 1849—zgives near $30,000 for the wet 
proceeds of that office—to be precise, $29,28 780, 
and constantly increasing. These two offices, 
then, the custom-house and the post office, will 
yield more than double as moch in the year 1851 
as we know ask. I say now, for although there 
is a limitation in the appropriation, yet it is mere 
guéss-work, and to eabe the consciences of gentie- 
men who always ask a limitation on appropria- 
tions, whether they are to be observed or not. 
We want a proper building, and may ask more. 
We may go beyond the limitation, but not so fur 
as a pablic building in this city, which began 


| upon a limitation of $150,000, and is now verging 


| upon $1,100,000. 


We renew the attempt to pro- || 


Not so far as that; but, per- 
haps, as far as the Boston custom-house, which 
began upon $50,000 and went up to $400,000. 
This latter sum would about construct a public 


| edifice at St. Louis worthy of the uses to which 


| sum now asked. 
| $1,200; the post office $1,000; others increase the 





| it would be apphed, and worthy to reise its head 


in such acity. White marble should be ite ma- 
terral—the beautiful and stainless white marble of 


| Cape Girardeau, which now descends the Miseis- 
| sippi for the public buildings in the capital of 
| Louisiana, and should ascend it for the construc- 


tion of the public buildings in the first capital of 
the Upper visiana, and now the commeicial 
capital of the Great West. 

Booncan requires this building to be erected; 
for the rents now paid exceed the interest of the 
The custom-house rents are 


aggregate to near $10,000; which is more than the 
interest on the sum proposed. 

Safety requires it; for all the public offices now 
in St. Louis are in combustible buildings, exposed 
to the accident of every conflagration, and many 
of them in tenements which invite the attack of 
fire, Public records and public property should 
not be left in such a precarious conditivn. 

The commerce and business of St. Louis require 
this accommodation. It isa population of eighty 
thousand souls, quadrupling in ten years, and com- 
mercial beyond all example for its numbers. What 
is eighty thousand now, in 1850, was twenty thou- 
sand in 1840; and, at the same rate, will be three 
hundred and twenty thousand in 1860; and will 
continue to increase, if not in the same ratio, still 
at a great rate as long as water runs in the King 
of Floods, or grass grows in the Queen of Val- 
leys. Its commerce is out of all proportion to its 
numbers. It is the commerce of millions of peo- 
ple instead of the city population, It is the com- 
merce of all the rivers of the Great West, of which 
it ig the vortex and the centre—the commerce of 
the lakes on which those rivers border—of the 
mountains from which they take their rise—of the 
countries which lie beyond the mountains—-which 
stretch to Santa Fé and Chihuahua, to the gold 
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mines of California, and the waters of the Ore- 
on. Gentlemen must get rid of their old ideas 
which confited navigation to the ocean, an1 com- 
merce to the sea-coast. These were respectable 

ideas in their day, but they have had their day, 

and must nom give place to new ones. Progres- 

tion i¢ the oO 

century of the age of the world. Everything is 

now in progress, and nothing more rapidly and 








nt 


i} 
ti 


| 


' 
} 
| 


der of the day in this seventieth || 


strikingly than *the extension of commerce and | 


navigation to the great rivers of the great West. 
iivery great river is a channel for navigation; each 
of its shores are commercial depositories; its lead- 


ing towns are commercial cities. Steam has worked | 
St. Louis—the distance measured | 


this change, 
by time and money—is nearer to the sea than New 
Orleans was before steam power came in aid of old 
navigation. The commercial cities of the West 


rival and eclipse many on the sea-coast which fig- | 


ure in history, and are borne upon the statute book 
ne ports of entry, and ornamented with a splendid 
custom-jouse. | could name dozens which, all 
together, would not equal St. Louis—St. Louis in 


1850—to say nothing of it ten, twenty, fifiy years || 


hese. Her daily transactions frequently amount 


to millions, The tonnage at her wharf is a mass | 


of steamboats, crowded upon each other, meas- || 


ured by the mile, and lying three, four, and five 
deep. The daily aspect of her front, or water 


that which the Senator asks; and whenever the 
proposition can be submitted to the Senate, rec- 
ommended by the department, and endorsed by 
the proper committee, | will vote for it. I have 
no doubt that the Senator can obtain that endorse- 
| ment at the next session. 
Now, I ask the Senator if he will not exhibit 
the magnanimity_of withdrawing his amendment 
| for this occasion, because, if it be pressed, there 
are many others, also without the endorsement of 
| the department and committees, which must like- 
wise come in? I trust the Senator will see the 
proprietv of withdrawing his amendment. 

Mr, DAWSON. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by adding, ‘‘ Augusta, in the State of Geor- 
gia, on the Savannah river;’’ and for this reason: 
There is a free population there, and they produce 
$5,000,000 of one particular production, independ- 
ent of a great many others, and as yet not the first 


| proposition has been made by the General Govern- 


ment for this great c »mmercial people. 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment is not in 
order, 

Mr. DOWNS. I merely wish to remark, that 
if ever there was a question settled by the action 
of the Senate, I supposod this was, after the vote 
the other day. We rejected half a dozen similar 


|| propositions, and struck out of the bill one which 


street, is that of an incambered levee, alive with | 


people, jammed and piled with every imaginable 
product of commercial exchange, and the activity 
that of a great emporium. 1 happened to say 
once, in this Chamber, that | saw more commerce 
on the wharf at St. Louis the day J left there, than 
I had seen in ail my voyage thence to Washing- 
ton. The declaration was considered extravagant; 
but it was immediately repeated by a Senator from 
another State, and appliable to another day. Mr. 
Young, of Illinois, said that he had come ona 


| rior in preference to another. 
| 


| was inserted in it by the House. Now, sir, this 

question is opened again, and the only argument 
| offered for the adoption of the proposition is, that 

it is recommended by the department I would 
| pay proper respect to the department, but I see no 
reason why it should select one town in the inte- 
If we appropriate 


|| for one, we must for five hundred, and I hope we 


week later and saw the same thing; and so it may | 


now be seen any day. 


St. Louis isa great com- | 


mercial city, becoming greater every day, and | 


will continue to aggrandize forever. 


The United | 


States have about fifteen offices there, and not a | 
place to put one in—all in hired, or borrowed ten- | 
ements, and all liable to be burnt up, with their | 


eonienta, atany moment. She is deriving a large, 
increasing revenue from that place, and we now 
ask to spend a modicum of what she receives in 


putting up a building for herself=—a building re- || 
quired by economy and safety—justified by pre- | 


cedent—and such a one as should not be ashamed 
to raise its head in such a city. 

' Mr. UNDERWOOD. L thought this matter 
hod been settled the other day, but if it is to be 
gone into again, | feel bound to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment. J suppose it is intended 
to be followed by a proposition which was offered 
the other day for a custom-house at Cincinnati. 

Mr. SEWARD. That isthe proposition now. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Weill, | intend to bring | 


the subject to the consideration of the Senate, and 
I have prepared an amendment, as follows: 

« For the purchase of a site and erecting a eustom-house 
nt Lonisville, the sum of $50,000, the whole cost of the 
building not to exceed the sum of 360,000: Previded, That 


the same shall be exempted from all State and city taxation.” 


My proposition originally included Cincinnati; 


but, as the Senator from Ohio has provided for | 


Cineinnati, | have modified my proposition so as 


to make it applicable solely to the city of Louis- || of duty compels me to introduce her name into the 


ville, that we may see whether we can get these | 
appropriations for these three cities. And, although || 


1 am satisfied that they should go together, I tRink | 
it can be demonstrated, from the facts | presented | 


the other day, that Louisville is just as much en- 


titled to a custom-house as either of those places, | 


. . . . ' os 
i will admit that her commerce is not quite so €x- || osition, and [| was about to offer a similar amend- 


tensive as that of St. Louis, but I believe that a 
comparison of the bulk of the business, as com- 
pared with that of Cincinnati, would prove most 
favorable to Louisville. There are not so many 
people, | admit, but there is almost if not quite as 
much business. i therefore offer the amendment 
to provide for Louisville. 


r. PRATT. I move that the Senate now 
eo 
he motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CHASE. I wish to say but a word to the 
Senator from Kentucky. Iyam the last man in the 
world to throw anything in the way of a provision 
for Louisville. 1 desire her prosperity and her 
advancement, and | would be very glad to give her 





sha!l not now set the precedent. 
| The amendment proposed by Mr. UnpERwoop 


|| was rejected. 


Mr. DAWSON demanded the yeas and rays 
on Mr. Cuase’s amendment, and they were or- 
dered; and being taken, were as follow: 


YEAS—Mesers. Atchison, Bell, Benton, Bright, Chase, 
Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Ewing, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, 
Jones, Norris, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Soulé, Wales, 
Walker, and Winthrop—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Clarke. Cooper, Davis of Mas- 
sachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, 
Houston, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Smith, Spruance, 
Underwood, Whitcomb, and Yulee—18. 


So the amendment was adopted. 


Mr. DAWSON. Out of sixty-two Senators 
there are only thirty-eight here, and propositions 
rejected in committee, with a full Senate, are now 
brought up and passed, against the will of a ma- 
jority of the Senate. I therefore move that the 
Senate adjourn, in order that the voice of the coun- 
try may be heard in these appropriations. 

Several Senators: ‘Oh, no; let us go through 

| with the bill.”’ 

Mr. EWING. Why are not the rest of the 
Senators here to vote, if they are interested in this 
matter ? 

The motion to adjourn was rejected. 

_ Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to offer the following 
amendment: 


“To aid in the construction of a marine hospital at Evans 
ville, Indiana, $10,000,*? 


I have but » few words to say in explanation of 
| thisamendment. This bill appropriates eight mil- 

lions of dollars, and the word ‘*Indiana’’ is not 
contained in it once. I am very sorry that a sense 


bill; but so urgent is the necessity for the erection 
of a building of this kind at that point, that I must 
insist upon the amendment. If | am compelled to 
| give reasons for it, I can easily prove that this ne- 
cessity clearly exists. 


Mr. FOOTE. | decidedly approve of this prop- 


ment for the erection of a marine hospital at Vicks- 
_ burg, where there is an equal necessity for the 
| erection of one. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I think the amendment offered 
_ by the Senator from Mississippi is a strong argu- 
| ment against the whole. There are a great many 
| petitions for similar appropriationa, But I have 
| already stated the reason why they should not be 


adopted. 


r. ATCHISON. There seems to ve a good 


|| deal of irritation since the adoption of the amend- 


| ment of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Crase.] 


| Now, sir, as for the State of Missouri, I do not 


| believe the General Government ever appropriated 
| fifty thousand dollars within the limits of that State, 
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I know it may be said that large pve 
Met FOOTE 1. ast 
r. .._ 1 call the Senator to 

Mr. ATCHISON. I was coming oe : 
about Vicksbarg directly. (Laughter. o 

The PRESIDENT. ‘It is not in Order for th 
Senator S debate, > an amendment offered the 
passage of an amendment which : 
OT oad rae Bicen already 

Mr. A SON. I was saying, si 
never had been, within my knowledge, ane 
sand dollars appropriated to Missouri by the GC... 
eral Government. {tis true that there were re 
hundred thousand acres of land granted to her j 
it was against her consent, and against the int 
of her members both in the Senate and the ede 
It is strange to me, under this state of things = 
the Senate should not have been ready and willing 
even without solicitation, to vote the amount whic 
has been appropriated to St. Louis. On the othe 
hand, millions have been paid by the people of 
Missouri for public lands, and millions of revenue 
also have been collected from them through other 
sources. I can remember but one single appro. 

riation that was made for the use and benefit of 
Missouri, and that was for building an arseng) 
which could not have cost more than ten thousand 
dollars. . 

Mr. FOOTE, 1 thought the President ruled the 
Senator out of order. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I have nothing more to say 
Gangeer| 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I intend to dis. 
cuss the amendment offered to that of the Senator 
from Indiana. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have withdrawn it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then I renew it. 

Mr. FOOTE. I withdrew it merely that it mig\t 
not embarrass his proposition. However, | wij 
let it remain as offered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Yes, it is better 
to letitstand. I am not disposed to load down the 
appropriation bill with every proposition which 
oy interest only some locality of the country, 
and I have zenerally voted against them, as | yo- 
ted agains: the proposition of the Senator from 
Ohio, and which I Delieve now would not have 
been carried had there been a fullSenate. Provis. 
ion has been made for marine hospitals at Natchez 


| and Napoleon, but I believe there is no place where 


one is more required than at Vicksburg. We 
have a fine city hospital at Vicksburg, and receive 
there large numbers of indigent sick boatmen, and 
support them by the charity of the city; this Gov- 
ernment has never refunded a dollar of the amount 
thus paid out. It so happens that the committee 
sent to examine favorable locations for these insii- 
tutions, ar;ived at Vicksburg under circumstances 
peculiarly unfavorable to the city—that is to say, 
they were not very cordially received by the 
mayor; and they reported in favor of Napoleon 
above, and of Natchez below. And yet, of all the 
boatmen thrown there by the circumstances of 
trade—inéluding the flatboatmen, and raftsmen, 
and steamboatmen—at both places combined to- 
gether, they would not equal one half the number 
that are thrown ashore at Vicksburg. It isa piace 
of important commerce; and as the railroad, which 
leaves the river at that point, penetrates further 
and further into the interior, its commerce will in- 
crease, and the number of boatmen thus thrown 
on the charity of the city will also undoubtedly in- 
crease, This is not, therefore, an amendment 
thrown carelessly and unthinkingly before the 
Senate; but if upon this bill appropriations are t 
be made for the construction of new buildings, not 
provided for by former law, at any point, this is a0 
amendmeut most imperiously demanded. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 insist that this is a very loot 
mode of expenditure, without a hearing, and with 
nothing authoritative to sustain it. We have voled 
down already a similar amendment, offered, | 
think, by the Senator from Louisiana; and I have 
already stated that the Committee on Commerce 
had a large number of memorials on this subject 
before them. But, sir, if this is adopted the other 
should be also. I do not mean to deny a word that 
my friend from Mississippi has stated—it may be 
that point is vastly more desirable than the one 
moved for by the ‘from Indiana, but if we 
are to go into this matter without investigation, 
and in violation of the general system which (he 
Government has established, the claims of the 
other points should also be considered. 
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vic. BRIGHT. If we are obliged to wait until } 


a shall be the pleasure of the Committee on Com- | 
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cause, from its peculiar locality, it does not require || ment or the explanation of a committee, and with- 
as much. But | am willing to vote as liberally as || out even mature deliberation, it is proposed to add 


ree to act on this matter before we get an ap- | any man the appropriations which are necessary | to this bill, in violation of the general system, an 


geopriation, | apprehend we shall have to wait | for the convenience of the country, its commerce, || appropriation for these two hospitals, If. that 
a 


manner in which that committee treat these appli- | 
ions. There is no point on the Ohio river where | 
, marine hospital would render more essential ser- |) 
rice to the traveling community than the_ one 
jesignated in this amendment. It is the poifft at 
ghich the Wabash and Erie canal terminates, con- | 


pecting the waters of the Ohio, with Maumee iake, 


yd the town contains a population of about || told that the Administration is in a minority in || 
gq00. It is the point where nine out of ten of the || both branches of Congress, and that all these ap- | 


nen who follow boating on the Ohio, and belong 
ip the Wabash valley, land, and the statistical re- 
wns show that there land at that point some ten | 
thousand persons of this character. During the 
ie war with Mexico, when the military were re- | 
turning home, one half the houses in the town 
were converted into hospitals for the sick and 
weary. Ihave not pressed this matter upon the 
atiention of the Senate for the reason that I have | 
spposed some law like that suggested by the Sen- | 
stor from Maine, somé general measure would be | 
brought forward. This not having been done, I 
have felt it my duty to offer the amendment, and to 
ask in all seriousness for this appropriation. It is 
the only one we have asked for from Indiana in 
this bill. 

| am sorry to see the determination of my | 
friend from Mississippi to press his application 
jn connection with the one which I have pre- | 
sented, but | feel it my duty to say that there is 
mach good reqson for the adoption of the amend- 
ment he has offered. I know of no point in the | 
Mississippi, from the Gulf to the Falls, that is | 
more important for the purpose proposed than 
Vicksburg. { know that they have been liberal in 
their charity to the unfortunate boatmen and trav- | 
ders, and it is time that they were, in some de- | 
gree at least, relieved from the heavy tax which is 


thus imposed on them. Although, as I said be- |! 
fore, | regret the introduction of the amendment || 


of my friend from Mississippi, as an amendment | 
tomy provision, yet [am prepared to vote for it, 
and then I believe both ought to prevail. 
Mc. DAWSON. If I am not mistaken, there | 
is a marine hospital at Paducah, and another at 


Louisville, and now one is proposed to be estab- |, 


lished at Evansville, a point between these two | 
laces, 
Mr. BRIGHT. It is on the opposite side of the | 
river. 

Mr. DAWSON. On the opposite side of the 
river! Why, L suppose it can be as easily found 
on one side as the other. This is not an appro- 
priation merely for the benefit of a State, bat for 
the purpose of relieving those engaged in com- 
merce. Sir, if we are to commence this system, 
what limit is there to be to these appropriations? 
Jam satisfied that my friend from Indiana, on a 
former occasion, laid down the true principle upon 
which appropriations should be made in this bill, 
as a statesman should. First, whenever a law 
called for an appropriation, let it be made; second, 
whenever an estimate is made and sent from the 
departments for a particular object, then let the 


appropriation be made; and, third, whenever it is i hundred and fifty miles from his proper landing, 


pera by a joint resolution of the two Houses, 


et it be made. Now, what is he doing? Why, | 


laying the foundation for an appropriation without 
an estimate or any of the prerequisites he himself 
laid down in favor of it. And my friend from 


ndiana, too, opposed the proposition for the ex- | 


tension of this Capitol, on the ground that it was 
an appropriation of og.0%0, which might amount 
to millions, and he wished to know the plan, the 
estimate, and all that, before he could’ be prepared 
to give it his vote. But now, it seems, if you 
only strike on the other side of the Ohio river, 
you may make an appropriation without an esti- 


Mate, report, or Suggestion, save what fell from the | 


Senator’s own lips. 


_ Sir, we are afloat in this matter, and without 
limitation, and if we abandon the old principles 
Upon which appropriations have been heretofore 
made by the Government, we may never hope to 
see an end to simijar a riations in the civil 
on — bill. It is said by the —_ that 

only appropriation for which he has 
a _L admire Oe modesty, sir, and still more 
'8 patriotism. But neither has the State which I 
in part represent—for one reason, perhaps; 


| and makes the appropriations merely to suit their || casion to urge on the Senate, and which, | trust, 


i! | wish the people to understand 
|| Mr. BRIGHT. There is nothing inconsistent | 


t while. I have some experience of the || or the protection of the revenue. | want to do it, shall be considered in accordance with the good 


however, upon a principle by which I may readily 
comprehend the extent of what am doing. What || 
is the result now of the action of this Congress? | 


sense of the Senate, | have not a word to say. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. In justice to 
them, I desire to say that the marine hospital, re- 


| Why, sir, our appropriations now amount to over || ferred to in Massachusetts, was built by our sailors 


$50,000,000. And soon the cry will be, the Ad- | 
| ministration now in power has appropriated the | 
whole of the public money. The people will be 


out of their own funds. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
| as amended, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers, Badger, Bell, Benton, Bright, (hase, 
| Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, D..dge of lowa, Downs, 
propriations are properly chargeable on the dom- || a a doko” ao w Dedernesd, Walne’ Bee. 
Inant party tn Congress. 1 Whitcomb—?4, 

Mr. DICKINSON. Ishould like to know what i] NAYS—Mesers. Atchison, Baldwin, Berrien, Davis of 
| party that is. [Laughter.] | Massachusetts, Dawson, Dickinson, Ewing, Hale, Homlin, 
|” Mr. DAWSON. It is the one to which my ao Pratt, Seward, Shielda, Smith, Spruance, Wales, 

J inthrop, and Yulee—18. 
| friend from New York belongs, and he has shown || 
his sagacity by attempting to cut down the appro- || So the amendment was agreed to. 
priations, for he knows where the responsibility || Mr. SOULE. 1 deem it my duty to renew the 
rests. I desire now only to state that it cannot be || proposition to amend the bill as | attempted to 
said that these appropriations were called for by || amend it in committee, with respect to the erection 
estimates from the departments: The Senate dis- || of a marine hospital at Shreveport, Louisiana, | 
| regards those estimates, and goes beyond them, || need not repeat the considerations which | had oc- 


| 
i 


will prompt them to adopt the amendment. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. FELCH. I desire to offer an amendment, 
to come in immediately after the one last adopted. 


own convenience. There is the difference which | 


| with my present and past position in connection 


| with this bill. I did resist at the commencement, || [; jg : 
. . . | 
| every appropriation which I thought was not ger- || For the erection of a marine hospital at Detroit, Michi- 
mane to the bill, and | continued to resist them up || gan, $20,000.” 


ltoa point when amendment after amendment was 


being ingrafted on the bill appropriating money for 
purposes which I could not consider so proper as 
the present. After the amendments which have 
been adopted to-day, [I apprehend there can be no | 
| impropriety in my offering the amendment appro- 
priating the small sum of $10,000 to the point 
named. If the Senate had adhered to the theory 
of appropriation I laid down, as referred to by the 
Senator from Georgia, I should not have offered 
thisamendment. I refrained fromdoing so, downto | 
the very last moment; but when I saw the appro- | 
priations that were being made for the erection of 
custom-houses and post offices, and a variety of | 
similar purposes, not near as germane to the bill | 
as this, I felt it my duty at once to offer the 
amendment. I have been seeking to secure the ob- 
ject it proposes for a long time, and the amend- | 
ment is now offered in perfect good faith. There 
is no necessity for an estimate at all. All must | 
know the fact to exist, the great public necessity 
| that a marine hospital should be erected at that 
|| point, and it can be demonstrated by the statistics 
|| showing the amount of travel there. The Senator | 
|| from Georgia is correct in saying that there is now 
|| a marine hospital at Paducah, and also one at 
|| Louisville, bat he should remember that these are || Mr. PRATT. It does not. 


‘two hundred and fifty miles distant from each | Mr. DICKINSON. What is it, to pay them a 
| gross amount or a per diem compensation? 


| Mr. PRATT. They now get one dollar per 


The objections to the proposition made by the 
Senator from Indiana, and which has just been 
rejected, seemed to have been that the proper eeti- 
mates had not been obtained, nor facts sufficient in 
regard to it presented to the Senate; but the amend- 
ment I now offer is not subject to that objection. 
This appropriation was originally recommended 

| by the Secretary of the Treasury, and has also re- 
ceived the action of the Committee on Commerce 
in the other House, they having recommended for 
the object in view precisely the amount | have 
proposed. There is no point on the western lakes 
or rivers, | apprehend, where a marine hospital is 
more needed, as was shown in the return of facts 
and statistics made to the department after the 
most thorough examination. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PRATT. There is a section of the bill 
which appropriates the sum of $6,00 for the pay 
of the auxiliary guard, being the watchmen of the 
city of Washington, which I desire to amend by 
specifying the manner in which they shall divide 
this compensation among themeelves. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Does it increase the ap- 
propriation ? 


|| other. Evansville is situated between them and 
|, on the opposite side of the river. Here is Ken- i hj ; t the age 
|| tucky, then, with two marine hospitals, while In- | night whjle on duty, but ui they are sick nuthing 
'| diana has not even one. The citizen of Indiana, | '® paid them. The amount appropriated to each 
| overcome with sickness and unable to travel or to | '" ™Y amendment, fifty dollars a month, is the 


'| take care of himself on the river, must be landed two || 88™e as that paid to the public watchmen at the 
Capitol, who have much less duty to perform. 


Nor does this amendment increase the gross 
amount of the appropriation. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I suppose the only effect 
of the adoption of the amendment wi!l be to in- 


| or rather go two hundred and fifty miles from 
|| home, in order to get to Kentucky to enjoy the 
| benefit of one of these hospitals. This is not right, 
|| sir. Weare fully entitled to the hospital at the 
| point I have named, and although this $10,000 is | crease the terrible rush for these places. Make 
1 not sufficient, | apprehend, to erect it, yet it will |) this change in the amount, and os “ will get 
| aid the efforts making by the citizens of the place | t¢ places and leave somebudy else to do the duty. 
|| to erect one for themselves. || Lthink the matter had better remain as in the old 
The amendment of Mr. FOOTE (including || ¥®Y- 
Vicksburg) to the amendment was Dee aneoue” } Mr. DAWSON moved that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I move that Cairo, Illinois, | Several Senarors. Oh no; finish the bill. 
| be included. There is no town there now; but | The motion was rejected. 
| there will be some day, | apprehend. [Laughter.} Mr. PRATT. Those watchmen are called upon 
| The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator persist || to perform the most arduous service; to sit up all 
in his motion. | night, and indeed turn night into day, and to give 
Mr. SHIELDS. Oh, no! || them this small sum of fifty dollars per month, in- 
| 


Mr. HAMLIN. A single remark only. I think, || stead of a pier diem, surely cannot considered 
sir, that from Maine to Rhode Island there is but | an extravagant appropriation. These are the guar- 
one single marine hospital, and that in the State of || dians of the property and safety of the people of 
Massachusetts. Thus, with all our vast number | the District, and they should be allowed this smal! 
of seamen, we have noi a single hospital in Meine, | pittance. : 
ee in a _ but one in Mas- | sin ee va ae s 
sachusetts. And yet now, without an estimate, |, r. ; wish to renew a motion 
except such as is give by the Senator from Indi- } which I submitted to the Senate in committee, aud 


ana, without the recommendation of the depart- || which 1 hope will now receive the general and 
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Porhaps unanimous approbation of the body, al- 
though it was then voted down. The motion isto 
girixe out the claase of the bill providing that no 
Senator shall receive mileage for any called ses- 
sion of the Senate within thirty days after the ad- 
journing of the regular session. 

Mr. SMITH demanded the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. 

ment making an allowance of mileage to the Sen. 


one or two observations on this subject. I renew 
this amendment, inasmuch as I see that the public 
funds are rapidly going, because I think a share of 
them should be diverted to this object. As I 
atated before, this gentleman came here for a very 
honest and patriotic purpose. He believed he 
was entitled to the dignity of a seat on this floor; 
but he was disappointed in that, though not from 
any fault of hisown. He was sent here by the 
people whom he represents, over a journey of 
thousands of miles, to make known their wants to 
the Government. [am aware that he was not en- 
titled to his seat here, and I voted against his claim 
to it; but still he was also an agent of the govern- 
ment of that infant State or colony, and, after the 
ourney he has made, t cannot agree that he should 
not be compensated a single dollar. More par- 
ticulariy, | cannot agree to it when I see that every 
other of the Delegates have been paid, and, above 
all, when we can give a man who travels in a pub- 
lic vessel from Turkey $10,000. I thiak, there- 
fore, that the man who comes to represcnt the 
portion of country the most distant we have, save 
California, is at least entitled, not legally, but as 
an act of mere justice, to his mileage. 

Mr, DICKINSON. I supposed that matter had 
been fully determined on to-day, by a vote of the 
Senate, by yeas and nays. I hope it will be sim- 
ilarly disposed of at once, and without the con- 
sumption of further time. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 
motion has been renewed. 


on the part of the Senate of the United 
which 1 can conceive of. A portion of the people 
in a Territory of the United States have assumed 
to themselves the right of constituting a State gov- 
ernment. We have denied that right, and have 
given them a government of territorial form; and 
surely, sir, | must violate every conviction of my 
judgment to recognize the right of these people to 
send a Senator here, when in- the denial of that 
right T am sustained by the judgment of Congress. 


Upon what principle, then, is it that we are to | 
recognize this man—not as one who is entitled to || 


I wish to revive the amend-| 


| 
| 





| 
| 
| 





take a seat in the Senate, but as one who is to be | 


compensated as a Senator of the United States? 
Have we a right thus to dispose of the public 
means of the country? This principle of self- 
government has been carried io a sufficient extent, 
and we are, in my judgment, now pushing it be- 
yond any limit which can be recognized on any 
principle to be deduced from the Constitution of 
the United States. 1 trast, sir, that this motion 
will not prevail, 

Mr. DAWSON. lam sorry that my colleague 
should entertain the views in regard to this pide 
sition which he has expressed. I have merely 
proposed that we’should pay an agent who has 
come to us from a portion of our own people as 


their representative, on the same principle that we | 


have already agreed to pay an agent from a for- 
eizn nation who has come here to become ac- 
quainted with our institutions. Tecan sée no dif- 
ference between his case and that of a gentleman 
who has been sent here from an infant colony, 
some two or three thousand miles away, for the 
purpose of ascertaing the state of things at the 
seat of Government, unless it be in favor of the 
latter. He came in a double capacity, as an agent 
of the Government and of these ple, and has 
made a communication to this body as such agent. 
1 know that he came claiming to bea Senator, and 
I agree with my colle ‘that he is not entitled 
to a seat on this floor; but | will not, for that rea- 
Bon, that be is entitled to nothing at all on the 
part of the Government. Why, he came here as 
a constituted agent of the Government—a seif- 
mate agent, if you please—to nt the condi- 
tion of that people so distant front us, and | think 
jt is our daty at least to pay his expenses. 1 can 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


|| pain, 
ator elect from New Mexico, and I wish to make 1 


| The allowance was made to him under considera- 
| tions of high national policy; under considerations || 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| gle Senator, and I presume, if Washington city had | 


|| those of the Senators from California? 


1 
| 


| 


| most assiduous representative and Delegate from | 
there, Mr. Hugh N. Smith—a gentleman who || 
|| was not only zealous, but able, and who was pres- 
I extremely regret that this || 
It does seem to me | 
that to make the allowance proposed by this mo- || 
tion would be one of the most «xtraordinary acts, | 
tates, | 


| tween the authorities there constituted under the 
| orders of the Adniinistration, and those “wes 4 
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see no objection, based on any sound or great 
principle, to our doing so. y course on this 
subject is too well known to need any explanation. 
I have denied the right of these people to come in 
as a State; but because on that occasion they were 
disposed, wrongfully, as I believe, to exercise 
sov<reign power, | am not thereby indisposed to 
do here what { consider a simple act of justice. 
Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator elect from New 
Mexico! Sir, the Senator has not only given me | 
but I fear will pain our common constituen- 
ey, by renewing this resolution. 


agent sent here and the case of this individual. 


connected with the foreign commerce of the coun- | 
try; but upon what principle are you going to 
make this allowance to this individual? If you 
require information from an agent, appoint him as 


an agent, describe him as an agent, and make him || 


the compensation which is appropriate for an | 
agent; but I trust that the Senate of the United | 
States will so far respect its own dignity as not to 


recognize this agent, the elected agent of the in- || 


habitants of a Territory of the United States, as | 





an individual who is entitled to his mileage in his || 


character of Senator elect. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
thing, because | know the importance of time in | 


'| the Senate; but other gentlemen have felt no com- | 


punctions on the subject, and on some occasions I 
must avail myself of my privilege. I am aston- | 
ished that the Senator from Georgia, who pre- 


sented this motion, should have acknowledged || 


himself so very deficient in regard to intelligence 
from New Mexico. He says that that State, that 
would be, has not been represented here, but he 
certainly must have forgotten that there was a | 


ent here during most of the session as the repre- 
sentative of that infant Stateor Colony. Yes, sir, 
he was here, and he left us but the other day, 
fully compensated for his services; and I have no 
doubt that his labors were of great importgnce 
to New Mexico. The Senator so recently arrived, | 





though his telegraphic dispatch was here before || 
him, has now his claims presented. This is the || 


first new State that I ever saw represented by a sin- 


not been his residence and home, he would not 
have been here either. The controversy between 
the military governor of New Mexico and the 
self-constituted authorities of that country was 
very well calculated, I should suppose, to have 
deterred any man who had not the inducement of 
returning to his home, from attempting to leave 
there in the expectation ofebeing recognized as a 
member of this or the other House of Congress. 
it is well known that a controversy has arisen be- 


under the military anthority, which hus well-nig 
resulted in open war, and this ‘Senator elect”’’ is 
the offspring of their mutual discord. 





There is no || 
kind of analogy between the case of the Turkish || 
|| these people were wrong in relation 
|| supposed to be their natural rights? 


lam reluctant to say any- | 
| 


It is under || 





these circumstances that he comes here, and is 
there anything analogous between ‘his claims and 
The Sen- 
ators from California came here representing a 
State, certainly irregular in its first organization, 


government which oursystem prescribes; but they 


'| not having passed through all the gradations e 


came here with some sanction, some authority to } 


sustain them. The voice of the people, and of a 


regularly convened Legislature, sent them here, || 


and they were recognized, therefore, as entitled to 
seats here. There were no difficulties conflicting 
with the territorial and sovereign rights of an 

other State in the Union arising from their ad- 
mission. Sir, | cannot ~e why we should 
not just as properly admit tc s seat any individual 
who comes here from the Utahs, or the Cheorkee 
nation, or from anywhere else, claiming to rep- 
resent a constituency, as this individual who 
claims to be a Senator elect. They are quite as 
muce entitled to it. Indeed, they are much more 
so, because they have had noone here to repre- 


‘| sent them, while almost all the talent of the 
|| House has been employed in advancing the in- 
'| tereats of New Mexico. 


Mr. DAWSON. I wish to make but one or 


two observations. I had certainly no intention of | 








infringing upon the rights of Texas—e 
knows my position in that matter—nor de] 
sider this motion as an infri ent on 
rights of Texas. The people of this colon hg 
posed they had a right to form a State poversen 
and they proceeded to do so, as I siated toda’ 
under the sup sanction of the Governm mA 
| Under this misapprehension, they proceed e 
| elect a Senator, who comes here in =o 
| themeof, with the most honest purpose, 
_ tion now is, whether we will refuse to extend 
this supposed representative what we have ex; : 
ed to every other similar one, merely — 


to what 


, ratu I st 
morning that when Michigan first elected re _ 


ators, they came here before the conatityt 
State had been accepted. They were Pa 
for reélection, not being considered eligible to tal 
their seats. The question came up while | was 2 
member of Congress in the other House, and : 
though they were not allowed to take their ead 
Congress paid their mileage and per diem dy; > 
| that session. Upon the principle which governed 
them, and that alone, have I placed this question: 
as that 0 bene ne take his seat at all, but 
cause he came here honestly under a supp, 
| right to take his seat. . aw 

Mr.RUSK. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him a question ? : 

Mr. DAWSON. Certainly. 

Mr. RUSK. Is not this an enactment, if we 
pass this bill with this amendment, in favor of the 
right of a Senator elect from New Mexico? Wij 
it not be considered as an admission of their right 
to elect a Senator? 

Mr. DAWSON, .I will change the language 99 
| that it shall read, ‘the person claiming to be, 
Senator,”’ if that will suit the Senator from Texas 
Evérybody can understand the object [ have in 
view. This isa mere question of equity and jus. 
tice, and as such, can excite no such emotions of 
| feeling as Senators seem to apprehend. And, sir 
| if the people of this country eannot comprehend 
the difference between an individual presenting 

himself and one who claims to be a Senator, then 





Ursuance 
he ques. 





|| lam mistaken. 


The amendment was then read as modified, a 
follows: 

To Richard H. Weightman, who claimed to be a Sena. 
tor elect from New Mexico, and who appeared here for the 
purpose of taking his seat in the Senate of the United States, 
for his mileage, not exceeding $2,000.” 

Mr. FOOTE. I have not risen to discuss this 
| matter at large, though I feel very much inclined 
to do so; but I wish in a single remark to beg the 
Senate to proceed to a vote at once. It isa very 
hard case,sir. Some of us have sat here from 
morning till night, starving all the time, and other 
Senators have gone and got their dinners and then 
come back and make long speeches [laughier] to 
us in our famished condition. Therefore, know- 
ing this fact at the present time, I intend to move 
that we adjourn, unless it can be understood that 





|| we shall presently act finally on the bill. The fact 


is, I cannot suffer much longer. [Laughter.) 
Mr. RUSK. I move that the Senate adjourn. | 





|| look upon this amendment as a firebrand to be 


thrown into the country. 

The motion was rejected. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I rise to thank the 
| Senator from Georgia for offering the amendment 
which he has submitted. Coming from the sec- 
tion of country which he does, it evinces a degree 
of liberality and nanimity on his part which 
are highly commendable. 

Mr. BENTON, Amen! [Great laughter.) 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 1 am one of those, 
sir, who telieve that there was no State Govern- 
ment in New Mexico, and that the whole move- 
ment was alla humbug. I voted against the 
sneenendat the Senator from New York at all 
times, and ! am eapered 46 40.40 in, because 
I do not udlowe that this featlignsen has any 
c= aie ri 7 on this — 

as sent by ¢ people un 

influence of a policy bahened in by the President 
of the United States and a large portion of the 
people of the country, and which induced them 
to suppose they were right in the course they 
were pursuing. Under these circumstances, 
gentleman, a a journey of at least 
two thousand miles at the of his life, bas 
come here in good faith, and I believe that w¢ 
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‘gould in common justice compensate him. Del- 
vais from chis very country—from Utah at least 
meat pere, have been paid by the House, and f | 
jink that the claims of this gentleman on the 
genate are equally as strong as those were on the 
House. [am sorr that my friend from Texas 
ould be annoyed In regard to this matter, or 
gould sappose that the possibility of a little mis- 
gable per diem allowance to this man could in 
wy way cause a controversy between Texas and 
“ew Mexico. If I thought it possibly could, If 
should votre against it. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I really hope that the 
genate will recollect the necessity which exists 
for the immediate disposition of this bill, and not 
consume further time in the discussion of these 
wilateral questions. This question of New Mex- 
ico and of Texas, and all the questions incidental 
thereto, are well understood by every one in the 
country, and certainly need no further elaboration 
here. | voted against this amendment before, 
snd 1 shall vote against it now, and I am sure.that 
we shall consult our own convenience and the 
public business by disposing of itin a very brief 

anner. 

Me. RUSK. So far as I am concerned I must 
regret that this amendment has been pressed upon 
the Senate. Lam the last man here that would 





withhold from any individual who came here from | 


New Mexico or elsewhere his allowance of mile- 
wee or per diem, if that was the only question in- 
yolved. The questions connected with this matter 
had been disposed of in such a manner as [ thought 
respectful to the State of Texas, and propositions 
have been left to her consideration, to accept or 
reject. The amendment now pending, I fear, will 
be seized upon to raise this question anew, and 
thus to increase and protract the irritation which 
siready exists in Texas. The language of the 
amendment is a recognition of the claim of New 
Mexico. 

Mr. DAWSON. Theamendment has been so 
modified as to avoid all difficulty on that point. It 
reads— 

“To Richard H. Weightman, who appeared here and 
claimed a seat in the Senate of the United States,” &c. 

That should waive all objection. 

Mr. RUSK. Hecomes here in utter disrespect 
of the claim of Texas, and | desire to do nothing 
that will sanction any such cause. 

Mr. DAWSON demanded the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

The amendment was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Chase, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, Dodge of fowa, Ewing, 
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Under- 
wood, Wales, Walker, and Winthrop—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Bright, Davis of Missis- 
sippi, Dickinson, Downs, Feich, Foote, Houston, Hunter, 
Jones, Morton, Norris, Prait, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Stur- 
geon, Whitcomb, and Yulee—20. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed and the bill was ordered to a third reading, 
and was read a third time and passed. 

™ Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusrspay, September 24, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 

[A message was received from the Senate, by 
the hands of A. Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, 
returning the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill with amendments. : 

Mr. BAYLY asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the House to move the reference 
of the said bill to the Committee of Ways and 
en and the printing of the amendments of the 

ate. 

Ordered accordingly. 

OREGON LAND TITLES, ETC. 

__ Mr. THURSTON. | am very sorry to trouble 
this House again. But I wish simply to remark 
that the Oregon land bill, which has now 

both Hqpses, has been slightly amended by the 
Senate, and is now on the ker’s table. The 
amendments are of such a character as not to 
cause a moment’s delay on the part of the House in 
concurring in them. T have to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up the bill and 
amendments, pledging myself that | will not again 
trouble them this session. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I feel obliged to object, and 
1 ask for the call of the committees for reports: 

Mr. THURSTON. If objection is made, | 
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will not move a suspension of the rales, but I give || by law. When the House pase a resolution for 
notice that F shall ask the House, at the first op- || paying the expenses of contestants, it is paid out 


portunity, to take up this bill. 
Mr. LANE, of Maryland. 
sion of the rules, to—— 
The SPEAKER. The business now before the 
House must be disposed of before any other can | 
be entertained. 
Mr. McLANE. Have the rules been sus- | 
pended ? 
The SPEAKER. The rules have been sus- 
pended, and under that suspension the business is 


now before the House which must be disposed of. 


It is the resolution introduced yesterday evening 


by the gentleman from Arkansas, under a suspen- | 


sion of the rules: 


“ Resolved, That the allowance to each member of the 
House, for stationery and articles charged to them by the 


postmaster, be limited to the sum of $45 for the long and || 


$25 for the short session of each Congress.” 
Mr. McLANE. 
on the table. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend: 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wentworrn] 
has moved the following as an amendment: 


* Aud that the Clerk of the House be directed to pay out 
of the contingent fund of the House to each of the same 


class of employees in and about the Capitol who received 
the usual compensation at the last session of the 30th Con- 

gress, the same amount that was then paid to each individ- | 
ual of the same class respectively: Provided, That those | 


employees whose services commenced since the present ses- 
sion of Congress commenced, or terminated before this date, 


Shall only be paid pro rata.” 


The SPEAKER. Upon this the previous ques- 
tion was moved, and no quorum voted on the sec- 
ond. No action has been had on this motion. 
The Chair, upon examination of this amendment, 
is compelled to rule it out of order as irrelevant. 


The resolution of the gentleman from Arkansas | 


provides for the stationery of the members of the 
House: this amendment is to pay compensation to 
the officers of the House. 
Chair was not called particularly to the amend- 
ment last evening; but upon examination of it, he 
is compelled to rule it out of order. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkanaas. I move the pre- | 


vious question on the original resolution. 
The SPEAKER. The previous question is 
pending. 


ion ruling the amendment out of order. 
The question, “ Shall the decision of the Chair 


and decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment of Mr. Wenrworta was 
ruled out of order. 

The question recurred, and was taken, upon the 
second of the demand for the previous question, 
and was decided in the affirmative. 

The main question was ordered, being on agree- 
ing to the resolution. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to recon- 


which latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BOWLIN. I believe the regular order of 
business is the call of the committees for reports? 


is the regular order of business, and the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. Bow sin] has been recognized 
and is entitled to the floor. The Chair asks the 
attention of the gentleman and of the House for 
one moment. By the deficiency bill for the pay 


House, it is provided that mileage and per diem 
shall be paid to each of the applicants for seats in 
this House, as Delegates, from Utah and New 
Mexico. There is some doubt whether the pay- 
ment should be made out of the fund for the pay 
of mileage and per diem of the members of the 
House, or out of the contingent fund of the House. 
It is desirable that the House should give some di- 
rection to the subject. The payment of the money 
is fixed by law; it is usual to pay contestants from 
the fund for the contingent expenses of the House. 

Mr. VINTON. As the payment is provided 
for by law, I presume it will properly be paid out 
of the appropriation for the pay of the mileage 
and per diem of members. 


of what fund the om shall be made. 
Mr. VINTON. 


of members, because ita payment is provided 


I move to lay the resolution 


The attention of the || 


Mr. WENTWORTH appealed from the decis- || 


stand as the judgment of the House?”’ was taken, | 


sider the vote, and to lay that motion on the table; | 


The SPEAKER. The call of the committees || 


of the mileage and per diem of members of the || 


presume it will be paid out 
of the appropriation for the per diem and mileage 


of the contingent fand—being paid under a simple 


I move a sus- | resolution of one House, but in this case it appears 


proper to pay it out of the appropriation for the 


| pay of members. 
er 


he SPEAKER repeated, that there was doubt 

| as to the proper fund from which the payment 

should be made, and that it was very desirable, for 

the settlement of the Speaker’s and of the Clerk’s 

accounts, that the House should direct the mode of 
payment. 

Mr. STRONG asked leave to offer the following 
resolution, having connection with this subject: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pay 
to Almon W. Babbitt and Hugh N. Smith, each, out of the 
contingent fund of the House the amouut provided by law 
to_be paid to them. . 

No objeciion being made, 

The resolution was received, and the question 
being taken, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWLIN resumed the floor, and proposed 
to make a report from the Committee on Public 

Lands, which he said he believed was in order. 
| PERMITS TO VESSELS. 
| Mr. GRINNELL rose toa privileged question. 

A few days since (he said) a motion had been made 

by. the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCurr- 

NAND] to reconsider the vote by which the bill’ 

of the Senate entitled “An act to authorize the 
| Secretary of the Treasury to permit vessels from 

the British North American Provinces to lade and 

unlade at such places in any collection district of 

the United States as he may designate,’’ was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce; he wished 

now to call up the motion to reconsider, that it 
| might be disposed of. 

Mr. BOWLIN made the point of order, that the 

| gentleman from Massachusetts could not take 
| the floor from him to make the motion. 
The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is 
| a privileged question, and the gentleman from 
|| Massachusetts, or any other gentleman, can eall 
\| itup at any time. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
bill on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Masea- 
chusetits (Mr. Grinnett] has the floor. 

Mr. BOWLIN renewed his point of order, 
| thatalthough it might be competent for a gentle- 
\| man to take the floor from him to make the mo- 

tion to reconsider, which was a privileged question, 
| yet the motion having been made and laid over, 
it was not in order for a gentleman to take the 
floor from him to make a motion tocall up a pre- 
vious motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER said, it did not require a motion 
to call up a motion to reconsider; it was a privi- 
leged question pending before the House, and 
could be called up at any time by any member of 
the House. 

Mr. GRINNELL called for the reading of the 
bill. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. ASHMUN. [f suppose if t 
reconsider prevails, the question will 
the passage of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to reconsider 
|| prevails, the question will recur’on the reference 
| of the bill to he Committee on Commerce, which 

is the motion it is proposed to reconsider, That 
| motion failing, the question will reeur on ordering 
the bill to a third reading. 
| Mr. ASHMUN. I mevely wish to say 
|| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maa- 
|| sachusetts on the left (Mr. Grimwext) is entitled 
| to the floor. 

‘| Mr. GRINNELL, I trust no objection will be 

| made to the motion to reconsider. The bill merel 
provides that vessels from the British Nort 
American Provinces may be permitted by the Sec- 

retary of the Treasury to lade and unlade at such 

| place as that officer may designate. 1 move the 
previous question on the motion to reconsider. 

{ Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, appealed to the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts to withdraw the 
| demand for the previous question. 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. If f under- 
stand the gentleman from Maussachusetts, he 


I wish to move to lay the 
} 


motion to 
hen be on 





The SPEAKER. The law does not specify out | wishes to reconsider thie bill; what amendment 


does he wish to put on it? 
|| Mr. GRINNELL. Not any amendment. 
| Mr. THOMPSON. Do you want to pass the 
|| bill, then, without amendment ? 
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Mr. BAYLY moved to lay the motion to recon- i| 


sider on the table. 
THE TARIFF. 


Mr. ASHMUN said he wished to make a state- 
ment, which was called for by the inquiry ed- | 
dressed by the gentleman from Mississipp: [Mr. | 


Tompson] to his colleague, (Mr. Griwwett.] 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 
imous consent 

Mr. THOMPSON. 
be permitted to proceed with his statement. 

Cries of ** Agreed, agreed.’’. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. ASHMUN aaid: The gentleman from Mis- 
sissiopi (Mr. Tompson] asked my colleague if 
he intended to propose any amendment; my col- 
league answered, that he did not. Nor do [| in- 
tend to move any amendment; but [ think it fair 
to state, that if the motion to reconsider prevails, 


I shall move to commit the bill to the Committee | 
I shall | 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
propose, then, to amend it with the proposition 


which I a few days since gave notice that [ should || 


ask leave to introduce as a bill “to establish the 
rates of duties on foreign imports.’’ I want the 
House to understand the object | have in view. 
The SPEAKER urgently called the House to 
order, and stated that it was impossible to proceed 
with business in the confusion of the Hall. The 


Chair would not proceed unless order was restored. | 


A pause ensued. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The statement of the 
gentleman from Massachusetta places me in rather 
an awkward position in reference to this bill. 
Having, the other day, moved to reconsider the 
vote by which « dill was referred 

The SPEAKER. This conversation can only 
proveed by unanimous consent, 





involves me personally. 
remark. 
Mr. CASEY objected. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 


entleman from Massachusetts 


I wish to make a single 





Mr. GRINNELL rose to say something, in| 


reply to Mr. McCiernanp—not a word of which 
was heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. ASHMUN also rose—but 

Objections were made; and 


The SPEAKER stated, that it being objected 


to, vi conversation was out of order. 
ihe yeas and nays were ordered. 


sulted—yens 86, nays 93; as follow: 


YEAS—Mosers, Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
, 


Rowdon, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
Gvorge A. Cakiw: Il, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, Clingman, 
Ww. &. W, Uebb, Coicock, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Dis- 
ney, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, 


Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, ne By Hamilton, Harlan, L. || 


G, Harris, Sampson G. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoag- 
land, Holiaday, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. 


Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La | 


~a ¢, Leifer, Liwefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeVlernand, 


MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, MeMutien, McQueen, | 


Muade, Miller, Morrie, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Pe.siee, 
Pheipa, Pouer Powell, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddou, Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stan- 
ton, Stemon, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, 
Welborn, Whitiesey, Wildtick, Wood, and Young—86. 
NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Allen,.Andrews, A-shmun, 
Hokee, Booth, a Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, 
Thomas 8. Butlef, Caivin, Campbell; Casey, Chandler, 
Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 


Doty, Duexein, Eliot, Alexander Evana, Fowler, Freedley, | 
Gentry, Gootenow, Gor, aa Grinnell, Halioway, Ham- | 


mond, Harapton, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Howe, Hun- 
ter, J. L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, 
Jotin A. Kiog, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshali, Matteson, 
MeKissoek, 


Kistay, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Scher- 


methorn, Sehoolcratt, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stan- || 
ty, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Taylor, James ‘Thompson, | 


Joba B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dy ke, 


—hi, 


So the motion to reconsider was not laid on the 


table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (when his name 
was called,) rose and said that this vole, as an- 
nowneed to the House, had direct relation to the 
tariff. Now, at the request of his friend, Dr. 
Newett, who is now absent on account of the ill- 
ness of his family, he had paired off with him on 
that particular subject. 
fuse to vole, 

Mr. BAKER, when his name was called, rose 
and said that he had paired off with Mr. Aveaerr, 


I hope the gentleman will | 


I wish to know if the | 


, now be in order to move that this bill 


vacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, || 
Oste, Otis, Peek, Phaanix, Pitman, Putwam, Reed, Reynolds, || 


He should, therefore, re- | 
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on all questions affecting the North and South— 

Whig or Democrat—and that as this question re- 

lated to the tariff, he (Mr. B.) forbore to vote. 
Mr. ANDERSON, when his name was called, 


| rose and stated that he had paired off with his col- | 


league, (Mr. Ewina.]} 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, who had paired off, 
inadvertently voted, but was allowed by the unan- 
imous consent of the House to withdraw his 
vote. 

The question then recurred on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question on the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The affirmative vote was stated to be 77. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Wuire and Beace were appointed. 

The question was then again taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 90, noes 78. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question (on the motion to recon- 


| sider) was ordered to be now taken. 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 
The question, ** Shall the vote be reconsidered 
by which the bill was referred tothe Committee on 


Commerce ?”’ was taken and decided in the affirma- | 


tive—yeas 95, nays 86; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ashmun, | 
sooth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, | 


Bokee, ; 
Chester Butler, T. B. Butler, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, Corwin,Crowell, Dickey, 
Dixon, 
Evane, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Gaodenow, Gott, Gould 
Grinnell, Hatloway, Hammond, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hanter, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeKis- 
sock, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, 
Otis, Pheonix, Piunan, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 


| Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Sehermerhorn, 
| Schootecratt, Si vester, Spauiding, Sprague, Stanly, ‘Thad- 


Mr. McCLERNAND. Thisisa matter which | 


deus Stevens, Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, John B. 


Thompson, Thurman, Tack, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, | 


Waldo, Watkins, White, and Williams—95. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, A-he, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham, Bowlin, Albert G, Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph 
Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Deberry, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, 


|| Fiten, Fu lor, Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Har- | 
lan, -hain G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Har- 
| ris, Hivbard, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, luge, 


Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, 


| Preston King, La sdre, Letier, Littlefield, Job. Mann, 


Mason, McClernand, MeDoweli, McLanahan, Robert 
M. McLane, MeMulien, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, 
Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Peasiee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Rich- 
ardson, Rotinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Fred- 


; : || erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Jacob 
And the question, ** Shall the motion to recon- | 


sider be laid upon table?’ was taken, and re- | 


Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wailace, Weliborn, Whit- 
tiesey, Wildrick, Wood, and Young—86. 

So the vote was reconsidered by which the bill 
was referred. 

The question recurring, “ Shall the bill be referred 
to the. Committee on Commerce ??’*— 

Mr. GRINNELL obtained the floor, and yielded 
to 

Mr. ASHMUN, who said: I suppose it will 





Mr. McLANE rose to a question of order, and 
submitted that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Grinnecr] could not yield the floor to make 
a motion. He (Mr. McL.) claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 


| chusetis on the left, [Mr. Grinnewt) has been rec- 


ognized, and the gentleman now recognized [Mr. 
Asumun] and to whom the floor has been yielded 
by his colleague, can only make a motion in the 
onan of his colleague having yielded the floor en- 
ureiy. 
r. GRINNELL said a word which was not 

heard. 

Mr. McCLERNAND addressed the Speaker 
and claimed the floor. 

Mr. McLANE renewed his claim to the floor. 

Mr. STANLY. [ask by what right the gen- 


|| teman from Maryland claims the floor? 
Vinien, Waldo, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wright || , y 


Mr. McLANE. By parliamentary right. 1 
submit that | have the parliamentary right to the 
floor. The gentleman from Massachusetts first 
recognized yielded the floor to his colleague to 


| make a motion. I submit that that is the true state 
| of facts, which cannot be denied, and will not be 


denied by the gentleman from Massachusetts— 
that he did yield the floor to allow his colleague to 
make amouon. He had no such right. I claim 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts first recognized was entitied to the floor; 
his colleague asked him to yield the floor; his 
colleague was recognized. If the gentleman from 





| the same immediately afier the bill ma 
| priations for the “support of the a 


| House with t 


| of the United Stutes of sdmerica in Congr 
| from and af er thirty days from the passage of this aci, the 








Doty, Duncan, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan | 
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Massachusetts on the left had yielded en:;..1.. 
colleague would have been entitled ne wrely, big 


; , , he fk 
The gentleman having yielded it only te thy 
his colleague slalinall the floor and hee eet 
nized. en: 


Mr. GRINNELL retained the floor. 

A pause ensued, during which 

The SPEAKER endeavored to call the 
to order. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved that it be 
to the Committee of the Whole Ho 
state of the Union, with instructions 


House 


committed 
USE ON the 
tO consider 
king appro. 
rmy”” shall 


; same to ¢ 
e following amendments: " 


* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 


have been pee of,.and report the 
H 


Representatiy my 
88 assembled, That 


duties required by law to be paid on goods, wares and 
chandise imported into the United Stites, shail be Saeed 
on the value thereof at the principal ports of the Uni 
States at the time of entry: Provided, That in ny _ 
shall duties be assessed on a valuation less thay that ae 
required by law: Provided, further, That wheu the Valen. 
tion of any description of iron, or of machinery made wh rm 
or in part of iron, shall respectively exhibit a reduction i 
thirty-three and one third per centum below wiata slenit 
move of valuation would exhibit when the present revenue 
law came into operation, then the latter valuation shay) te 
adopted, and the duties assessed thereon; and that on win 
dow glass and linseed oil there shall be paid a duty of thirt 
per centum ad valorem ; on all manufactures of coon, on 
per centaim ad valorém in addition to the rates 0. duty yoy 
levied by law, excepting cotton cloths under number eigi: 
which shall be admitted at five per centum ad valorem leas 
than the present rate; and on ail other manufaciured ani. 
cles an additional duty of ten per centum ad valorem over 
and above the rate of duty levied by law on any raw mate. 
rial of whieh such articles may be wholly or in part cum. 
posed: Provided, also, That mader and bleaching powders 
shall be admitted at present rates of duties; and on no ay. 
ticle shall a less rate of duty be assessed than i< now jm. 
posed, excepting cotton cloth, which shall be admited as 
aforesaid, and raw silk, or silk uot more advanced in many- 
facture than singles, wam and thrown, or organzin:, on 
which the duty shall be ten per centum ad valorem: Pyo. 


deen, 


| vided, moreover, ‘That the excess of duty imposed by thisact, 


over existing laws, on irva rails now purchased or cop. 
tracted tor, shall be returned to the importer on evidence be. 
ing produced that the same have been actually and perma- 
nentl, laid down on any railroad for which said rails were 
declared to be intended-at the time of entry, if so laid down 
within one year from and after the passage of this act: 
nothing in this act contained shall apply to goods shipped in 
a vessel bound to any port of the United States, which 
shall aetnatly have leit her last port of lading east of the 
Cape of Good Hope, or beyond Cape Horn, or southward of 
th» equinoctial line in the Atiantic, prior tothe day in which 
this act shall take effect; but such goods, so shipped on 
board such vessel, shall be admitted to entry under existing 
laws.”? 

Mr. McCLERNAND, and Mr. ''HOMPSON 
of Mississippi, rose simultaneously to questions of 
order, 

Mr. McCLERNAND (who was recognized) 
submitted the point of order, that the instructions 
moved by the gentleman from Massachusetts were 
irrelevant to the subject-matter of the bill under 
consideration. The biil which it was proposed to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, related to the terms on which vessels 
from the British North American Provinces should 
be admitted into certain ports of the United Sgates. 
It was essentially a bill relating to our navigation 
laws. The instructions moved by the gentieman 
from Massachusetts related to our revenue system, 
and proposed an essential modification of that sys- 
tem. On that ground he held that the amendment 
was not germane to the subject-matter of the ori- 
98g bill; and that it was out of order under the 

fty-fifth rule, which was as follows: 

«No motion or proposition on a subject different from 
that under consideration shall be admitted under color of 
amendment. No bill or resolution shall, at any time, be 
amended by annexing thereto, or incorporating therewith, 
any Other bill or resojution pending belore the House.” 


He also based his point of order upon another 


rule—the one hundred and thirty-first: 

“ No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon the 
people shail he discussed the day on which it is made or ol- 
fered; aud every such proposition shall receive its first dis 
cussion in a Committee of the Whole House.” 

His point under these rules was this : By these 
instructions they passed upon the whole question. 
They decided, by the authority and sancuon of 
the House, that a bill of certain provisions should 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. It was a decision, by instuc- 
tions, of the whole questions of revenue involved 


in this propos.tion. gts 
ae THURMAN inquired » if debate was in 
order 


The SPEAKER again called the House to or 
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det, os conversation, 
e McCLERNAND made the further point of 
a that the instructions proposed by a majorit : 
yote 10 suspend the rules, and on this ground, | 
ge, were not in order. ; sedi 
The SPEAKER. _The motion pending is on || 
se reference of the bill authorizing the Secretary || 
ofthe Treasury to permit vessels from the British | 
North American Provinces to lade and unlade in || 
weh places in any collection district of the United || 
guies as he may designate; the proposition of the || 
pentleman from Massachusetts is to refer. the bill 
i the Committee of the Whole or the state of 
ie Union with instructions. The instructions | 
ye upon two points: first, that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union report the 
hillith a certain amendment. The point of or- 
jermade by the gentleman from Illinois is, that 
theamendment is not relevant or germane to the 
yi. The Chair is clearly of opinion that the 
int is well taken; that the amendment is not 
rmane, and cannot be entertained in the nature || 
of instructions to the Committee of the Whole on 
ihe state of the Union, if it would not be in order || 
ss an amendment to the bill itself. 





Another point of order made by the gentleman | Thompson, 


fom Illinois is, that under one of the rules of the | 
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rules, could not 


cng gentlemen to resume their seats mittee to do that which the House, under its own Mr. BOWLIN said, I aed that it be put.epol 
suspen | 


The question was, * Shall the decision of the 
|| Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 
Mr. THOMP. 
lay the question on the table. 
Mr. McMULLEN deraanded the yeas and 
nays, but withdrew the demand. i} 
Mr. ASHMUN renewed the demand. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question, “* Shall the appeal be laid upon 
the table?’ was then taken, and resulted—yeas 


101, nays 85; a 


YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, || 


Bingham, Bowlin 


Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Carter, 





a ee 











do. its passage. It is a Senate bill which has been 


|| sent here, referred to the Commitiee on Public 
U e | Lands, and is now reported back; and | call the 
N, of Mississippi, moved to || previous question. 


! The SPEAKER. The question is on the third 
| reading of the bill. 
Mr. KING, of New Jersey, requested the gen- 
| fleman from Missouri (Mr. Bowxt] to withdraw 
|| the demand for the previous question, to enable 
|| him (Mr. K_ ) to offer an amendment to the bill. 
The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Bowxurw.) Does the 
s follow: || gentleman from Missouri withdraw the demand ? 
Mr. BOWLIN. Ido not. 


» Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joveph || Mr. HAMPTON. 1 hope the gentleman from 


Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Deberry, Dim- || Missouri will withdraw the mouon, to enable me 


mick, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Giibert, Gorman, Green, Hail, Hamil- 
ton, Harlan, [sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas || 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, || 


| to offer the amendment which | hold in my hand. 
Mr. BOWLIN was making a remark when— 
The SPEAKER interposed, and said that the 


Howard, Lnge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James | gentleman must either withdraw the motion or 


L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufinan, Preston King, La |) not, 
|| Sére, Leffler, Litt 
| McDowell, McLananan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, 
| McQueen, Meade, Miller, Mililson, Morris, Morton, Orr, 
| Outlaw, Parker, 
Richardson, Robinson, Root, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Sed- 


don, Frederick P. 


H. Stephens, Stet-on, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Johu B. | - “ - : 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Waliace, Watkine, | the gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. Kine,]} if 


| Wellboru, Whittiesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, Wright, 


House, to which reference is made, all proposi- || and Young—101. 


tions to impose a tax mu&t first be discussed and 
considered in Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union. T . 
any question which by the rules is required to be 


fret discussed in the Committee of the Whole on || 


the state of the Union, it is not in order to move | 


instructions in the House directing the Committee || 


of the Whole on the stute of the Union to take 
any specified action. 

Another point of order, and one which is con- 
dusive upon this question, arising under the 136ih 
rule, which declares: i 


«No standing ruie or order of the House shall be rescinded | 
orehanged without one day’s notice being given of the mo- 
tion therefor; nor shall any rule be suspended, except by | 
avote of at least two thirds of the members present; nor 
shall the order of business, as established by the rules, be 
pstponed or changed, except by a vote of at least two 
thirds of the members present. The House may at any 
time, by a vote of a majority of the members present, sus- 
pend the rules and orders for the purpose of going into Com- | 
mitiee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and also for | 
providing for the discharge of the Committee of the Whole | 


House, and the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| 





Union, from the further consideration of any bill referred to | 
it, after acting without debate on all amendments pending, | 
and that may be offered.”? | 

The Chair (continued the Speaker) would call 
the attention of the House especially to that clause | 
of the rule which declares, ‘* nor shall the order of 
business, as established by the rules, be postponed | 
or changed, except by a vote of at least two thirds | 
of the members present.” The rules of the House 
expressly provide the mode and manner in which 
business in Committee of the Whole shall be dis- 
posed of in regular order. The first branch of the 
instructions proposes to set aside the order of busi- 
ness in Committee of the Whole, as provided by 
the ruts, and to give preference to this bill over 
the business now pending in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. On this ground, 
the Chair-rules the instructions out of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Will the Chair allow me to 
suggest, in relation to the last point, that the Chair 
'§ Not yet certain but this may be a vote of two 
thirds; and if it should be, no question of order 
- be made. So much for that as a point of 
order, 

Mr. McLANE called the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts to order. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Asumun.) Does the 
gentleman from Massachusetts appeal? 

Mr. ASHMUN. 
(wish to state that this is not a motion to amend 
the bill. This H@@se has the power to instruct a 
committee, either of the whole, or a standing, or 
4 special committee, to report any bill, and there 
's no rule of the. House against it. That rule 
which prohibits the offering of amendments which 
Sre not germane, has nothing to do with the mo- 
lion to instruct a committee. The House may in- 
struct a committee to report any bill. 1 appeal 
fiom the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state, in 
reply tothe gentleman from Massachusetts, that 
the same doctrine must apply to instructions as to 
amendments, otherwise the whole rules of the 
House might be evaded by instructing the com- 


The Chair has decided that upon |, 


I was about to appeal. Bat 


| NAYS—Messrs 
| Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester 
|| Buder, Thomas B. Butier, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
; ler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cote, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, 
| Dixon, Doty, Du 
Evans, Fowler, Freedicy, Geutry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, || 
Griowell, Halloway, Hammond, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, | 
Hebard, Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Kerr, George G. |) 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, 
Marshall, Matteson, McKissoek, Meacham, Moore, More- 


head, Nelson, Og 


Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Rum-ey, Sackett, 
| Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, | 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Thurman, ‘luck, Un- || 
derhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, White, and Williams—85. 

So te appeal was laid upon the table. 
Mr. GRINNELL then said, he would with- | 


draw his motion to refer the bill to the Committee 


of the Whole o 
bill. 


‘There was a 


| 


to be now take 


Which main question was, first, on the motion || 
|| to wefer the bi 


and, secondly, 


| the affirmative 
its title. 


the table. 


the bill. 


order? 


bill relating to 


the Senate ent 


ment. 





move the previous question on the passage of the 
[Cries of *‘Agreed !” ‘‘Agreed !’”] 


vious question, 


| on ordering the bill to a third reading. 
| And the question having been taken, the House | 
| decided that the bill should not be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

| The question then recurred on ordering thé bill 
| toa third reading—on which question the previous 
| question had been called. 
There was a second. 

| ordered, and having been taken, and decided # || to a third reading,) was ordered to be now taken. 


Mr. THURMAN called for the reading of thé || 
bill; and it was read. 

And then the bill was paesed. 

Mr. BOWLIN, (to the Speaker.) 1 believe || his motion that the bill be laid on the table; which 
the call of the committees for reporta is now in || were ordered. : 


The SPEAKER. bari giad 
Mr. GOIT. I rise to a privileged question. 1 |) 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which ‘the | 


and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
Ordered accordingly. 
GRANT OF LANDS, 
‘Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the biil from 


of Missouvi the right of way and a portian of the 
public lands, for making a railroad from the town 
of Hannibal to the town of St. Joseph, in said 
State,”’ reported the same back, without amend- 


The bill having been read by its title— 


Does the gentleman (added the Speaker) 
| withdraw the motion ? 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, repeated the re- 
quest. 

Mr. BOWLIN said he would withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question, at the request of 


lefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, 


Peasiee, Peck, Pielps, Potter, Powell, 


Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander || 


| the gentleman would renew it. 
|| Mr. KING. — I will renew it. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. KING then offered the following amend- 
ment; which was read: 
|| See. —. dnd be u further enactcd, That the lands herein 
before granted, and their proceeds when eold, shall neat be 
| transferred to any cor, oration, company, or individual, but 

shall be faithfully and judiciously applied by the said Srare 

for the objects and in the manner hereinbetore preseribed; 
}-and the suid State shail retain, either as sole proprietor or 
as stockholder with others, the value and profits «f said in- 
vestment, to be added to the common school fund of said 
| State, which profits shall be guarantied by said State, to 
amount and be kept up te five per cent. per annum: Pre- 
vided, ‘That the land hereinbefore granted shall not Le sold 
for less than one dollar and twenty five cents per acre. 

The amendment having been read, 

Mr. KING said, believing that the bill would be 
| more acceptable to the House with this amend- 
ment, as | am sure it will be to the country, ! shall 
refrain from making any remarks, and shall con- 
second to the demand for the pre- || tent myself with renewing the demand for the pre- 
and the main question was ordered || vious question, in accordance with the pledge 
n. || which | gave to the gentleman from Missouri. 
Mr. HAMPTON asked the gentleman from 
li to the Committee on Commerce; || New Jersey [Mr Kine} to withdraw the demand 
if that motion should be rejected, || for the previous question. 

Mr. KING said, he was not at liberty to do ao, 

_ as he had obtained the floor on a pledge ihat he 
would renew the motion which was withdrawn 
for the purpose of admitting his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second, 
And the main question (being first on the amend- 

| ment of Mr. Kine, and then on ordering the bill 


. Alexander, Allen, Ashmun, Bokee, 


nean, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan 


le, Otis, Pheonix, Piiman, Patwnan, Reed, 


n the state of the Union, and would || 


| 


The main question was 


, the bill was read a third time by |) Mr. HAYMOND, (to the Speaker.) Is it in 
\| order now to move that the Lill and amendment be 


Mr. GRINNELL moved a reconsideration of || laid on the table? 
the vote by which the bill had been ordered to a || 
third reading, and that that motion be laid upon || 


The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
Mr. HAYMOND. 1 make the motion. 
‘Mr. NELSON. The bill has not yet been read. 





Ordered accordingly. | I call for the reading. 
The question then recurred on the passage of || 


The SPEAKER. The reading” of the bill is 

|| called for. It will be read so soon as order is re- 
stored. 

After a pause of some time, the bill was read, 

| Mr. HAYMOND asked the yeas and nays on 


The question, ‘Shall the bill be laid on the 
It is. || table??? was taken, and decided in the affirmative 


—yeas 91, nays 81, as follow: 

YEA3—Messrs, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ashe, Bayty, 
| Beale, Bokee, Booth, Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph Ca 
bie, George A. Cardwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camp- 
hell, Casey, Chandter, Clingman, Damel, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dimmick, Dixon, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gerry, 
Goudenow, Guuld, Hatloway, Uamilton, Hammond, Hanp- 
ton, Isham G. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, trb- 
bard, Holtaday, Howe, Andrew Jolin-on, Jones, Kerr, Geo, 
G. King, Preston King, Littlefield, MeDowell, Mc Kissock, 
McMullen, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, Moore, Mor 
ton, Ogle, Otis, Oulaw, Parker, Peasive, Peck, Pitman, 
Powell, Putnamw, Reed, Reynolds, Robins, Rockweh, Root, 
Rosa, Rum-ey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Sehool. 
craft, Seddon, Silvester, Spaulding, Thaddeus St-veve, 
Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, Vaw Dyke, 
Vinton, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, White, and Wi- 
drick—91. 


permits to vessels has been passed, 





itled **An act granting to the State 





NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashmun, Bay, 


1952 


- 


Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Nowie, Bowlin, Briggs, Brooks, 


Albert G. n, Buel, EB. Carri Cabell, Clarke, 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Coleock, Corwin, 
Crowet, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Eliot, Alexander 
Evans, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gilbert, Gorman, Gott, 
Green, Grinnell, Hell, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, as 


seph W. Jackson, Robert W. Johnsen, Jalian, James G. 
King, John A. King, La Sere, Leffler, Levin, Horace Mann, 
Job Maan, Marsiiall, Mason, Matteson, MeClernand, Mc- 


John B. Thompson, Tuck, Undertiitt, Walden, Weilborn, 
Whittlesey, Wiliams, and Young—81. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 


Mr. CALVIN moved to reconsider the vote and || 


tw lay that motion on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 
GRANT OF LAND TO MISSOURI. 
Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, reported back without amendment the || 


Senate bill entitled “An act to grant to the State 
of Missouria right of way and a portion of the | 
public lands for the purpose of aiding in making | 
a railroad from St. Louis to the western limits of | 
said State.” 

The bill having been read— 

Mr. B. demanded the previous question on the 
engrossment of the bill. 


Mr. YOUNG appealed to the gentleman from ! 


ssouri to wi h for the previous || 
Missouri to. withdraw the demand for P r || on his motion; which were ordered. 


And the question, “ Shall the bill be laid upon || 


| >»? a 
dition that the gentleman would renew the demand || he table ?’” was then taken, and resulted—yeas | 


question, to enable him to offer an amendment. 
Mr. BOWLIN yielded to the request on con- 


for the previous question. 
Mr. YOUNG moved the following amendment: 


“Spo. 7. And be it further enacted, That in order to aid || 


in the continuation of a railroad from the western line of 
the Bate of Missouri to the city of St. Louis, eastwardly 
from a point opposite the city of St. Louis, at or near Hli- 
noisiown in the State of lilinois, via a point where the In 


dianapolis and Terre Haute railroad intersects the line di- | 
viding the Statea of Illinois and Indiana, to a point on the | 
railroad communication between the cities of Cincinnati | 


and Sandusky, in the State of Ohio, with a branch diverging 
from the same ata point where the Alton and Mount Car- 
mel railroad line crosses the same; thence on the line of said 


Aiton and Mount Carmel read, via Mount Carmel to the | 


Onio river at New Albany, all the rights, privileges, and lia- 
bilities hereinbefore conferred on We State of Missouri, 
shall be granted to the Siates of [linois, Indiana, and Ohio, 
respectively, for the purpose of aiding in the construction of | 
the eaid railroad and branch from [iinoistown aforesaid, to 
the paint on the raifroad communication between the cities 
of Cincinnati and Bandusky as aforesaid, with the branch 
to Louisville, above designated ; and the right of way and 
the public lands of the United States to the same extent in 
proportion to the length of said railroad and branch, on the 


siime terms, limitations, ind restrictions in every respect, || 


shall be and is hereby granted to the States of Llinois, In- | 
diana, and Ohio, respectively. | 
«Ske. 8 And be it further enacted, That the lands here- 
inbufore granted, and their proceeds, when sold, shall not be | 
wansferred any corporation, company, or individual, but 
shall be faithfully and judiciously applied by the said States | 
respectively, for the objects, and in the manner, hereinbe- 


fore prescribed; and they shall retain, respectively, either || 
as sole proprietors or as stockholders with others, the value || 
and profits of said investment, to be added to their common || 
achool funds; which profits shall be guarantied by the States || 


respectively, to amount and be kept to five cents per acre 


per annum: Provided, That the land hereinbefore granted || 


shall not be sold for less than 
gents per acre,”’ 

Mr. Y. renewed the demand for the previous 
question. 
Mr. HOUSTON said he would like to kno 

what the title of the bill was. . 
Great confugion. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend 
until order is restored in the Hall. 
Mr. VINTON. 


one doliar and twenty-five 


The amendment of Mr. Youne was then read. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, asked the gentle- 
man from Silinois (Mr. Youne] to withdraw the 
motion, to enable him (Mr. K.) toofferan amend- 
ment. 


by Mr. Kune to the preceding bill.) 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. YOUNG said, he would accept the amend- 
ment as a modification ef his own resolution. 

Mr. KING. That will answer my purpose, 

Mr. BISSELL requested his colleague (Mr. 
Youne} to accept a slight modification, which he 
(Mr. B.) would suggest, to the amendment. He 
desired to add, after the word * Iilinoisville,” the 
words ‘or Alton, as the Legisiature of Illinois | 
may direct.” 
_ Mr. YOUNG declined to accept the modifica- 
tion. 


| 
| 


Ishould like to hear the bill | 
read to understand what it is. 


The bill was read. i 


| 


|| Lands, reported back without amendment, Senate 
|| bill providing for the examimation and settlement 
1] of the claims for land in Sault Ste. Marie in Mich- 


{This amendment is identically the same offered | 


| 


Mr. BISSELL. Then I hope that the previous 
question will be voted down, and, if it is, 1 shall 


|) move the amendment I have indicated. 
| Mr. HAMPTON, (tothe Speaker.) Is itin order 


L. Haris, Hilliard, Hoagland, Houston, Hubbard, Inge, Jo- } on henner the bill and amendment be laid 


|| The SPEAKER, 
|| Mr. HAMPTON, 

Queen, Morehead, Mortis, Orr, Phelps, Phenix, Potter, 1 

Richatdeon, Risley, Robinson, Savage, Sprague, Frederick, | 

P, Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Jacob Thompson, | 


It is in order. 
I make the motion. 
Mr. BAYLY. 1 move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


|| The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
|| ayes 67, noes 75. 


The SPEAKER stated that the motion was re- 
| jected. 


|| Mr. BAYLY called for tellers. 
|| ‘Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Harris of | 
| ID 


| Tennessee, and Duncan were appointed. 
The question was then again taken. 
The affirmative vote was not heard; the nega- 
| live vote was given up. , 
And the SPEAKER decided the motion to have 
been rejected. 
So the House refused to go into Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The question then recurred on laying the bill 
and amendment on the table. 
Some time was spentin the restoration of order. 
Mr. HAMPTON called for the yeas and nays 


| 02, mays 65; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Bayly, 
| Beale, Bokee, Booth, Burrows, Burt, Chester Butler, 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
| Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Olarke, Cleveland, 
| Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmieck, Disney, Dixon, 


|, Duncan, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 


| Fowler, Freedtey, Gentry, Gerry, Goodenow, Gould, Hal- 
toway, Hamilton, Hammond, Hampton, Isham G. Harris, 
| Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Holiaday, How- 
ard, Howe, Hunter, Andrew Jolnson, Jones, Kerr, George 
G. King, Littlefield, Job Mann, Matteson, McDowell, Mc- 
Kissock, McMullen, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, 

| Pitman, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Root, Ross, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Sechermerhorn, School- 
craft, Seddon, Silvester, Spaulding, Thaddeus Stevens, 

| Stetson, Strong, Thurman, Tuck, Van Dyke, Venable 

| Vinton, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, White, Wildrick, and 
Woodward—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Ashmun, Bay, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, E. C. Cabell, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, Doty, 
Dunham, Durkee, Eliot, Featherston, Fitch, Gilbert, Gor- 

| man, Gott, Green, Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hilliard, Hoagland, Hubbard, Joggph 
W. Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, Julian, James G. King, 
John A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Horace 


|| Mann, Marshall, Mason, McClernand, Robert M. McLane, 


McQueen, Morehead, Morris, Phelps, Phenix, Potter, Rich- 
| ardson, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Reckwell, Sprague, 

Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Taylor, Under- 
| hill, Whittlesey, Williams, and Young—65. 

So the bill wag laid upon the table. 

{Mr. Baker, when his name was called, rose 
and stated that he should cheerfully have voted for 
| the passage of the bill, but that, as he had before 
| stated, he had paired off with the gentleman from 
| Virginia (Mr. Averett). } 
| Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, to which was referred the bill of the House 
| to relinquish to the city of St. Louis ‘Quarantine 
| Island, and all vacant unappropriated lands within 
the corporate limits,’’ reported the same back with- 
| out amendment, and with a report in “writing, 
which bill and report were referred to the Com- 
| fnittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

i LAND CLAIMS. 
| Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Public 


} 
igan. 
| OMe. BOWLIN moved that the bill be put upon 
| its sage. ‘lhe amendment, he said, was a 
small one, and he supposed there would be no ob- 
jection. 
The amendment was ready 
Mr. BINGHAM said, if he could obtain the ear 
of the House, he would repeat whathe said the 
other day, that this bill contains no grant of land 
whatever. It isa bill to settle the claims of French 
residents round the Sault Ste. Marie, which the 
| rapidly-increasing settlement of that part of the 
| country requires should be disposed of. Towns 
| are growing up in the vicinity of Lake Superior, 
and it is of the atmost importance that the titles to 


~ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
| 


| 


} 
j 
} 
| 





|| a privileged motion. 


__ Sept. 24, 
\ th > 
ese lands should be settled. The bill rgu 


the surveyor to survey the lands, and WAKE hig 
ce. 


| re to the Commissioner of the Gene 
| Office. He hoped the House would be ennai 
| not share the fate of the lad mi en et woul 
ot share of the land bi i : 
na acted on. sgh ce have jus 
e concluded with calling for vious 
tie avid Sion the. pee ques) 
r. ENS, of Pennsylvani 
the reading the bill. lati ea 
Mr. BOWLIN said that this was a very | 
though an unimportant bill, and he hoped that 
reading, which would consume a good deal 
time, would not be insisted upon. The pili hai 
a | ret Cn day. ad 
r. NS withdrew the call f 
of the bill, re 
he amendment of the Senate was then agreagt, 
And the bill was read a third time and passed, 
Mr. BINGHAM moved a Feconsideration of 
the vote, and that that motion be laid Upon the 
table. 
Ordered accordingly. 
Mr. BISSELL, (to the Speaker.) Hag th, 
morning hour expired ? 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. BISSELL. I move that the House pros 
ceed to the consideration of the business on the 
| Speaker’s table. 
STEAM VESSELS. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose, he said, to 
He desired to move a gus. 
pension of the rules to enable him to submit a mo. 
tion that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the consideration 
of the bill, which had been heretofore referred i, 
it, entitled * An act to amend an act providing for 
the better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam.’’ He did not desire, he said, to ask tha 
the bill should now be put upon its passage, by: 
simply that it should be placed upon the Speaker’s 
table. He hoped that the unanimous consent of 
the House would be given, so as to render it un. 
necessary for him to move to susnand the rule, 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, 60) ’ 

Mr. McLANE moved a suspension of the rules, 

The SPEAKER said no motion would bere 
ceived until order had been restored. 

Mr. McCLERNAND was understood to put 
an inquiry to some member of the Committee on 
Public Lands, as to the reason why the commities 
| had not complied with a resolution of the House 
heretofore adopted, in relatioa to grants of land 
for the bénefit of the deaf and dumb. 

Calls to order. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, withdrew his objection 
to the motion of Mr. McLane. 

Mr. McMULLEN renewed the objection. 

So the motion was not received. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Bissgxt, that the House proceed to the consid 
ation of business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. 1 move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER, In the opinion of the Chair 
the motion of the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
Bissec.]},must be first disposed of. E 

The question was taken, and the motion wa 
agreed to. ; 

So the House proceeded:to the consideration of 
business on the Speaker’s table. 


REMAINS OF THE LA®E PRESIDENT. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol 
s message from the President of the United 
tates: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
Having been informed chat jg is the wish of the 
family and relations of the lamented Presi 
dent of the United States, that his remains shot 
be removed to the State of Kentucky, and being 
desirous of manifesting the most sincere and pro 
found respect for the c r of the deceased, @ 
which I doubt not Co will fully concur, 
have felt it to be my duty to make known to you 
the wishes of the family, that you might, previous 
to your adjournment, such proceedings, and 
take such order on the subj ates 
may seem meet on occasion. 
f ARD FILLMORE. 





on the 


gs 





puUBLIS 
“ier Come 


The mess 
Mr. VIN 
had made @ 
matic approp 
an tne mes “ 
nih pneall 
ve of Ways 

PU 

The Hous 
oft e of su 
won, and to 
do ations. t 
having been 
ments, come 
The ame 





ey 


« Section 3, 
opinion al th 
urveys in sald 
sthe geodett 
i terms as 
serior, OF otn 
the public lan 
jowed by tope 
to time auth 
survey be adl 

« Section 4 
to and includ 

«Line 33. 
‘ anted.? 

e Line 43. 
of the line 

«Line D. 

“ Section 4 
ting from the 

« Line & 

the e 


a 
gue 


this ° 
“ Section 
insert ‘ gran 
“« Section 
that euch 
under the @ 
forts, maga 
public uses 
tion of this 
sary, in th 
such reser 
vious to the 
duty of the 
provement 
shall be pal 
not other 


Mr. 
could ob 
ment. 
well kno 

assed 
thie How 
receiving 
body. 
their che 
had bee 
mittee 
say tha 
tleman. 
informe 
as it pa 
these |} 
amend 
three y 
tion to 
locatio 


ty 


} 
~w f 
LA 
a im 
y 4 
- 
FA ie 
. 
ms 
oF 
nee a 
bf 
; 
s 
Pee 
a Boe 
i 
j 
a | 
j 
lat |) 
FY, 
Ce a - 
e 
- fi 
Z 
a 
7 
: 
Pa 
vA 
} ie 
e es 
> 
, 
BS se 
| 
i 
§ 
: 
* ee 
ad 
] . 
) 
2 | 
y 
Me i 
‘ 
oe 
/ 
<j 
eee 
y 4 
A 
+ re 
, 
7 
— 
* Pi 
7 ; 
ean 
; ae 
?. i 
4 
f 
i * j 
4 
i ’ 
i 1 
’ : 
. 
a mS i 
: 
’ Z 
ed 
/ es 
j 
e 
¥ 
* * 


